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Introduction
[bookmark: _Toc474247438]In this contribution, we observe that there is currently an inconsistency between the stage 2 and stage 3 specifications for the F1 interface. To solve this inconsistency, we propose to introduce an RRC container to the F1AP UE Context Setup Request message. 
Discussion
There is currently an inconsistency between the stage 2 specification - BL CR for TS 38.401 [1] - and the stage 3 specification - BL CR for TS 38.473 [2] - for the F1 interface. In [1] the UE Initial Access Procedure is described (subclause 8.1). It can be observed that in step 9 the gNB-CU sends the F1AP UE Context Setup Request message to the gNB-DU together with the RRC Security Mode Command. In the description of the procedure it is stated the following: 
· “The gNB-CU sends the UE CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST message to establish the UE context in the gNB-DU. In this message, it may also encapsulate the RRC SECURITY MODE COMMAND message.”
To enable this, an RRC container needs to be included in the F1AP UE Context Setup Request message. However, this container is currently not present in the tabular format for the F1AP UE Context Setup Request message in TS 38.473 (nor in the BL CR for SA to TS 38.473). In the following, we provide a text proposal for the BL CR to TS 38.473 to introduce this RRC container. 
Proposal 1	RAN3 is kindly to agree with the text proposal in Annex I.
Conclusion 
In this contribution, we proposed the addition of an RRC container to the F1AP UE Context Setup Request message, which allows to encapsulate the RRC Security Mode Command. 
Proposal 1	RAN3 is kindly to agree with the text proposal in Annex I.
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Start of Text Proposal for TS 38.473
[bookmark: _Ref469454216][bookmark: _Toc367183031][bookmark: _Toc488218727][bookmark: _Toc494264789][bookmark: _Toc500327651]9.2.2.1	UE CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST
This message is sent by the gNB-CU to request the setup of a UE context.
Direction: gNB-CU  gNB-DU. 
	IE/Group Name
	Presence
	Range
	IE type and reference
	Semantics description
	Criticality
	Assigned Criticality

	Message Type
	M
	
	9.3.1.1
	
	YES
	reject

	gNB-CU UE F1AP ID
	M 
	
	9.3.1.4
	
	YES
	reject

	gNB-DU UE F1AP ID 
	O
	
	9.3.1.5
	
	YES
	ignore

	Target cell ID (FFS)
	FFS
	
	FFS
	
	FFS
	FFS

	PSCell ID
	O
	
	NCGI
9.3.1.12
	PSCell Identifier in SgNB
	YES
	Ignore

	Cell Type [FFS]
	M
	
	FFS
	Includes the cell type (PSCell, PCell, normal Cell) [FFS]
	YES
	reject

	CU to DU RRC Information
	M
	
	9.3.1.25
	
	YES
	reject

	DRX Cycle 
	O
	
	DRX Cycle 
9.3.1.24
	
	YES
	ignore

	Resource Coordination Transfer Container
	O
	
	OCTET STRING
	Includes the MeNB Resource Coordination Information IE as defined in subclause 9.1.X.1 of TS 36.423 [9].
	YES
	reject

	SCell To Be Setup List
	
	0..1
	
	
	YES
	ignore

	>SCell to Be Setup Item IEs
	
	0 .. <maxnoofSCells>
	
	
	EACH
	ignore

	>>SCell ID
	M
	
	NCGI
9.3.1.12
	SCell Identifier in SgNB
	-
	-

	SRB to Be Setup List
	
	0..1
	
	
	
	

	>SRB to Be Setup Item IEs
	
	1 .. <maxnoofSRBs>]
	
	
	
	

	>SRB ID
	M
	
	9.3.1.7
	
	
	

	DRB to Be Setup List
	
	1
	
	
	YES
	reject

	>DRB to Be Setup Item IEs
	
	1 .. <maxnoofDRBs> 
	
	
	EACH
	reject

	>>DRB ID
	M
	
	9.3.1.8
	
	-
	

	>>DRB QoS profile (FFS)
	
	
	
	
	-
	

	>>Flow-level QoS profile (FFS)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	>>Flow-to-DRB mapping (FFS)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	>>E-UTRAN QoS
	O
	
	9.3.1.19
	Shall be used for EN-DC case to convey E-RAB Level QoS Parameters
	
	

	>> Tunnels to be setup List
	
	1
	
	
	
	

	>>>Tunnels to Be Setup Item IEs
	
	1 .. <maxnoofULTunnels>
	
	
	
	

	>>>>UL GTP Tunnel Endpoint
	M
	
	GTP Tunnel Endpoint
9.3.2.1
	gNB-CU endpoint of the F1 transport bearer. For delivery of UL PDUs.
	-
	-

	RRC-Container
	O
	
	9.3.1.6
	
	YES
	reject



	Range bound
	Explanation

	maxnoofSCells
	Maximum no. of SCells allowed towards one UE, the maximum value is 64.

	maxnoofSRBs
	Maximum no. of SRB allowed towards one UE, the maximum value is 8. 

	maxnoofDRBs
	Maximum no. of DRB allowed towards one UE, the maximum value is 64. 

	maxnoofULTunnels
	Maximum no. of tunnels allowed towards one DRB, the maximum value is 2.



End of Text Proposal for TS 38.473
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