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1	Introduction
In current TS37.340 [1], there are many descriptions on direct data forwarding as follows.
“Either direct data forwarding or indirect data forwarding is used for SCG bearer and SCG split bearer.”
Considering the SCG bearer and SCG split bearer, direct data forwarding is done over the interface between gNBs. For NG-RAN, the interface was clarified as Xn in TS38.401[2].
“The NG-RAN architecture is illustrated in Figure 4.1-1 below. 


Figure 4.1-1:	Overall Architecture
”
However, for Option 3, there is no description on the interface between gNBs. Thus, it is necessary to clarify the interface as X2-U as Option 3 controls based on not flow but bearer. 
Furthermore, for Option 3, there is no description on the interface between EPC and en-gNB considering SCG bearer and SCG split bearer. Thus, it is necessary to clarify the interface as S1-U as EPC doesn’t support NG-U. 

Thus, this contribution proposes a TP to clarify the applicability of the interface for Option 3.
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[bookmark: _Toc496701715]4.1	General
[bookmark: _Toc496701716]4.1.1	Common MR-DC principles
Multi-RAT Dual Connectivity (MR-DC) is a generalization of the Intra-E-UTRA Dual Connectivity (DC)  described in 36.300 [2], where a multiple Rx/Tx UE may be configured to utilise radio resources provided by two distinct schedulers in two different nodes connected via non-ideal backhaul, one providing E-UTRA access and the other one providing NR access. One scheduler is located in the MN and the other in the SN. The MN and SN are connected via a network interface and at least the MN is connected to the core network.
[bookmark: _Toc496701717]4.1.2	MR-DC with the EPC
E-UTRAN supports MR-DC via E-UTRA-NR Dual Connectivity (EN-DC), in which a UE is connected to one eNB that acts as a MN and one en-gNB that acts as a SN. The eNB is connected to the EPC via the S1 interface and the en-gNB via the X2 interface.  aAnd the en-gNB is connected to the EPC via the S1-U interface and en-egNB via the X2-U interface. 

The EN-DC architecture is illustrated in Figure 4.1-1 below. 


Figure 4.1.2-1:	Overall Architecture
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