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Introduction
RAN3 is now defining the details for the Xn, F1 interface. 
We need to further discuss whether Xn/F1 will use dedicated GTP-U RAN containers or whether they should share one container, or perhaps all reuse the existing RAN container for X2.
In this paper we discuss the situation and propose a way forward.
Discussion
The GTP extension header is used to transfer RAN-specific information over UP in RAN container, a “PDU type” field is added to the extension header to identify the contents of the RAN container.
Currently there are two RAN containers, one is defined for X2 in order to support DC in LTE, and another is defined for Xw in order to support LWA. The reason to introduce a new RAN container for Xw is that LWA DC interworking is very different from the LTE-LTE DC.
In NR, the new user plane interface XnUP will support new variants of DC (between NG-RAN nodes) and the F1UP will support the user plan from CU to DU. The X2 RAN container needs to be updated to handle the deployment options 3, i.e. LTE and NR tight interworking. The RAN-specific information will be transported over XnUP and F1UP in the container in the GTP-U header extension, the question is if each UP will have its own RAN container, use the same container for XnUP and F1UP or all reuse the existing RAN container for X2UP. 
Unlike the X2UP and XwUP case, the XnUP and F1UP functionality introduced in NR is very similar to X2UP. In fact, there is an RAN3 agreement “to have the same FC mechanism for X2, Xn and F1, where the enhancement on F1 is not precluded”.
That is to say, these three UP PDU types numbering can be consistent and synchronized, as well as the flow control frame formats. It is very good way to reinforce the “same FC mechanism” by using the same RAN container.
The side effect to introduce individual, dedicated RAN container for the above three user plane interface may result in diverged functionality and thus violate the agreement that the X2, Xn and F1 FC should have the same mechanism.

Proposal 1: RAN3 to agree that the existing GTP-U extension header "RAN Container" for X2 shall be used for conveying MR-DC flow control related protocol information (X2UP, XnUP and F1UP).
We should send LS to CT4 so they can update TS 29.281 accordingly.
Conclusions and Proposals
Proposal 1: RAN3 to agree that the existing GTP-U extension header "RAN Container" for X2 shall be used for conveying MR-DC flow control related protocol information (X2UP, XnUP and F1UP).
We should send LS to CT4 so they can update TS 29.281 accordingly.
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