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Introduction

According to R3-173670, in DC, flow control only applied for split bearer option with downlink data. And for the dual connectivity architecture 3C, it has been assumed that the backhaul in EUTRAN has enough capacity. It has been also assumed that the benefit of dual connectivity is lost when backhaul load is high, therefore the uplink flow control over X2 for DC is not needed.

The same situation in CU-DU, the backhaul in NR is assumed to have enough capacity. Or we need to evaluate the benefit based on simulation assumption before we step further.

In this paper, stage2 update for Flow control over F1 interface in TS38.401 is provided as below:
10.3.2.3
  F1-U functions
10.3.2.3.1
Transfer of user data 

This function allows to transfer of user data between gNB-CU and gNB-DU.

10.3.2.3.2
Flow control function 

This function allows to control the downlink user data flow to the gNB-DU. The detailed protocol is specified in TS 38.475 [4x].
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