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1
Discussion

Coming into the meeting, the operator proposal on the way forward for the lower layer split in R3-170487 was to specify Stage 3 in Rel-15.
From the technical discussions and considering the documents submitted in the context of option 6&7, the co-signing companies concluded these options are technically feasible!

The co-signing companies are aware about the technical specifics and also the challenges coming along with the standardization of these splits.
For these reasons, a stepwise approach is proposed for the Rel-15 normative phase, as follows:

Step 1: Evaluation and down selection of the proposed options for uplink and downlink (Opt. 6 and 7.1/7.2/7.3))

Step 2: Specification of Stage 2

Step 3: Specification of Stage 3, with the level of detail to be decided depending on the selected functional split option(s). 

During the meeting a compromise on the way forward for the lower layer split was proposed by operators in R3-170842. Basic idea of the compromise is that Stage 3 is no longer being proposed for in Rel-15.
Considering the amount of technical work identified during the feasibility study, a stepwise approach is proposed for the standardization of lower layer split in the Rel-15 normative phase with limited level of details, as follows:

Step 1: Identification of Stage 1 level requirements and down selection of the options (Opt. 6 and Opt. 7-1/7-2/7-3) for uplink and downlink – [3 months]

Step 2: Specification of Stage 2, including (a) architecture, (b) function distribution between CU and DU, and (c) functions of the CU-DU interface and related procedures, for the selected option(s)

Although the above compromise on the way forward in R3-170842 is still NTT DOCOMO’s official position at the moment, an idea on a possible further compromise on the way forward is presented for discussion. Basic idea is that even having agreement on Stage 2 at this moment is no longer proposed, but to not delay start of the study and to have more detailed milestones for the study. It is to be noted that this is still an idea, and NTT DOCOMO would like to have some time think about whether this is really acceptable for NTT DOCOMO.

Continue to further study on low layer split architectures with the following target milestones:

· Down select options to consider for study (by May 2017). Where the down selection should target to select 1 or 2 options (from Option 6, Option 7-1, Option 7-2 and Option 7-3) for DL and UL.
· For each of the down selected options,
·    Produce a baseline function distribution between CU and DU (by August 2017)
·    Identify required CU-DU interface functions (by November 2017)
·    Taking the above work into account, conclude on the feasibility of defining a standard interface for the lower layer split (by November 2017)
