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1
Introduction
RAN3 has discussed different options for splitting the RAN protocol stack. However, there has been no consensus on the number of specifications and its specification level.
In this paper, we propose the possible way forward on function split. TP is also provided in [6].
2
Discussion
At the last RAN3 meeting, operator camp proposed Stage 2&3 for one HL split and one LL split in R3-170303. This position also remains in RAN3#95 as proposed in [1][2]. On the other hand, vendor camp proposed Stage 2 for two HL splits (Option 2-1 and 3-1), and no specification for LL split. (R3-170171, R3-170031) at the last RAN3 meeting. This position also remains in RAN3#95 as proposed in [3][4][5]. In summary, the current status in RAN3 is
· For higher layer split options, it has been observed that both options are feasible during the study. However, there has been no consensus on which option for standardization and its specification level (Stage 2 or Stage 3). 

· For lower layer split options, it can be observed that the outcome from the study is too premature to select any split options. In addition, big concern was raised by vendors. It was also highlighted that lower layer split options are tightly related to NR physical layer. There has been no consensus on specification aspects which were captured as editor’s note.
By taking this deadlock situation and technical aspects into account, we propose the following way forward.
Proposal 1:
RAN3 should agree on specifying at least Stage 2 for both higher layer split options (Option 2-1 and 3-1) in Release 15. RAN3 should further consider and discuss whether to specify Stage 3 with which option during normative phase in Release 15.
Proposal 2:
RAN3 should agree that Stage 3 for lower layer split options will not be specified in Release 15. Stage 2 specification may be considered only if further justifications, feasibility and selection of options are confirmed during normative phase in Release 15.
3
Conclusions
Proposal 1:
RAN3 should agree on specifying at least Stage 2 for both higher layer split options (Option 2-1 and 3-1) in Release 15. RAN3 should further consider and discuss whether to specify Stage 3 with which option during normative phase in Release 15.
Proposal 2:
RAN3 should agree that Stage 3 for lower layer split options will not be specified in Release 15. Stage 2 specification may be considered only if further justifications, feasibility and selection of options are confirmed during normative phase in Release 15.
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