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1
Introduction
Based on the original LTE protocol stack, 8 possible options have been listed in [1] in Section 11, as a possible functional split options between CU and DU. 

During the study, operators requested to focus discussion for lower layer split on options 6&7, and to standardize stage 2&3 in the normative work phase.

Operators clearly expressed their requirement to standardize a fully open interface (stage 2 &3) between CU and DU, which is essential for multivendor interoperability. (Of course, testing needs to follow to make multivendor operation a reality, but creating a good standard specification, which is the role of 3GPP, is a prerequisite.)
From the technical discussions and considering the documents submitted in the context of option 6&7, the co-signing companies concluded these options are technically feasible!

The co-signing companies are aware about the technical specifics and also the challenges coming along with the standardization of these splits.
For these reasons, a stepwise approach is proposed for the Rel-15 normative phase, as follows:

Step 1: Evaluation and down selection of the proposed options for uplink and downlink (Opt. 6 and 7.1/7.2/7.3))
Step 2: Specification of Stage 2

Step 3: Specification of Stage 3, with the level of detail to be decided depending on the selected functional split option(s). 

2
Conclusion and Proposal

Observation 1:
Operators clearly require to standardize a fully open interface (stage 2&3) between CU and DU, which is essential for multivendor interoperability between CU and DU.
Observation 2:
For the lower layer split options, options 6&7 are technically feasible.

Proposal : 
RAN3 to technically endorse the lower layer split options 6/7 as technically correct and feasible, and shall proceed with normative work phase on NR
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Text Proposal for TR 38.801
11.X
Conclusions
For Lower layer split options, RAN3 conclusion is that Option 6 and Option 7 are the most interesting options and are also technically feasible. Normative work for lower layer split options should be started focusing on Option 6 and Option 7. For down selection of the options in the normative work phase, practical configurations (e.g. bandwidth, MIMO layers and antenna ports) and CU-DU link bandwidths should be considered.
