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1
Introduction
In R3-162993 a proposal was described for addition to TR38.801. In this paper a TP capturing that proposal is presented.
3
TP for TR38.801

14.4
Reference Scenarios for Migration
The Option 3 family creates a fast time to market opportunity to deploy NR and to exploit at least its enhanced lower layers design. It is assumed that Option 3 has minimal impacts on the EPC and on the LTE eNB. In Option 3 tight interworking is supposed to function in a way very similar to the DC feature standardised in Release 13, as described in section [xx].

Option 3 removes dependency of NR deployments from the availability of the NGCN and exploits features like DC that have been already optimised in LTE. This option is able to increase capacity by coupling NR spectrum with LTE. 
Further, Option 3 enables the introduction of NR UEs while maintaining support for legacy UEs. This option provides a good baseline for the operator to choose when to deploy more NR gNBs, refarm LTE frequencies or move to other architecture options, depending on the speed at which NR capable UEs replace legacy UEs.

For the above reasons Option 3/3a takes highest priority in the work RAN3 will conduct on Next Generation systems.
Option 7/7a enables to exploit the advantage of keeping LTE as a base layer for enhanced coverage, legacy UE support and smooth migration to a new radio access system.
The development of the NG interface needed for Option 7.7a can be reused for other scenarios such as Option 2, 4/4a and 5. The development of the Xn interface needed for Option 7.7a can be reused for other scenarios such as Option 4/4a.

The availability of Option 7/7a would make Option 5 also available because the functions supported to specify Option 7/7a are a superset of those needed for Option 5.
For the above reasons Option 7/7a should be prioritised in the work RAN3 will conduct on Next Generation systems.
The development of Option 4/4a will enable specification of a NR protocol stack for operation of the gNB as a master node. This option is important in migration strategies because it exploits LTE coverage and capacity. Also, the availability of Option 4/4a would make aspects of the protocol stack for Option 2 also available because the functions supported to specify Option 4/4a are a superset of those needed for Option 2.
For the above reasons Option 4/4a should be prioritised in the work RAN3 will conduct on Next Generation systems.
It is concluded that RAN3 should focus on the following options, in order of priority:

· Option 3/3a
· Option 7/7a
· Option 4/4a
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