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1. Overall Description:

3GPP RAN3 would like to thank SA5 for their LS on the study of the management of RAN virtualized network functions. 

RAN3 would like to confirm realization of RAN Network Functions is within the RAN NR study item, specifically the SID RP-160671 contains the following objectives:

· Study the feasibility of different options of splitting the architecture  into a “central unit” and a “distributed unit”, with potential interface in between, including transport, configuration and other required functional interactions between these nodes [RAN2, RAN3];

· Study the alternative solutions with regard to signaling, orchestration, …, and OAM, where applicable [in co-operation with SA5];

· Study and identify the basic structure and operation of realization of RAN Networks functions (NFs). Study to what extent it is feasible to standardize RAN NFs, the interfaces of RAN NFs and their interdependency [RAN3];

With regards to the SA3 question “which functions in clause 5 deployment scenarios of TR 38.801 can be virtualized?”, RAN3 would like to let SA5 know that NR study in RAN, including RAN NF and Virtualization study in RAN3 has just started. So far RAN3 have agreed the following requirement for the RAN Network Functions: “NR shall allow Centralized Unit (CU) deployment with Network Function Virtualization (NFV)”.
RAN3 respectfully asks SA5 to take the above information into account.
2. Actions:

To SA5 group.

ACTION: 
RAN3 respectfully asks SA5 to take the above information into account.
3. Date of Next RAN3 Meetings:

RAN3#93bis
10-14 October 2016
Sophia Antipolis, France
RAN3#94
14-18 November 2016
Reno, Nevada, US
