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1   Introduction
In recent RAN3 meeting, the RAN architecture and related RAN function were discussed. In [1], SA5 is considering the management of mobile network that include virtualized network functions, and ask the information from RAN. 
SA5 is currently working on the work items dedicated to the management of mobile networks that include virtualized network functions, targeting completion in Release 14. The current scope of the work items is limited to the management aspect of mobile networks that include virtualized network functions which can be part of EPC or IMS. 

SA5 is considering to commence a new SI to study on whether it is necessary to extend its scope of above mentioned work items to include virtualized network functions which can be part of RAN.

SA5 is seeking inputs from RAN3 on information needed for the study, for example, which functions in clause 5 deployment scenarios of TR 38.801 can be virtualized?

SA5 appreciates RAN3 for providing early inputs if possible.

In this contribution, it gives the background of RAN discussion on this aspect.
2   Discussion 
First we would like to notice that’s the request from SA5 is confusing: ” SA5 is considering to commence a new SI to study on whether it is necessary to extend its scope of above mentioned work items”. RAN has not yet started any WI and NR is an on-going Study Item where the topic for normative phase should be decided by RAN later. It is question if a study to extend an existing WID related to NR make sense today... 

The RAN NR requirement, documented in the TR 38.913, clearly states: “The RAN architecture shall allow deployments using Network Function Virtualization. This wording was subject to a long discussion in RAN.  The requirement does not mandate the standardization of NFV in RAN. The requirement mandates that the standardized RAN architecture shall not forbid the usage of the NFV in the implementatio and deployment. It is obvious for us that some RAN function are not subject to orchastration e.g. Scheduling, RRM, ... 
In order to specify the requirement of the TR 38.913, the NR SI stipulates the following objectives: ”Study and identify the basic structure and operation of realization of RAN Networks functions (NFs). Study to what extent it is feasible to standardize RAN NFs, the interfaces of RAN NFs and their interdependency [RAN3]”. The study of RAN3 is still in the very early stage, with the identification of the RAN functions. There is no consensus today on theses aspects. We would like also to clarify that the virtualization is a possible way to realize the standardisation of the RAN functions. However, the benefit and gain of such standardization against legacy way, is questionable. 

3   Conclusion
Based on this discussion, it is proposed RAN3 to open, discuss and agree the response to SA5 in [5].
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