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Abstract: 
Introduction

The gNB base station includes one Central Unit and several Distributed Units. This structure involves a number of new functions, not yet listed in TR 38.801 ‎[1]section 6.1.1.1, “Functions specific for NR RAN”. We propose below specific functions to be added to the list.
Proposal

Add the following functions:
1. Forwarding and routing of the user traffic 
This function enables the connectivity between the Central Unit and one or more Distributed Units or LTE base stations.

2. Centralized coordination of the NR Central and Distributed Units, non-centralized gNBs and LTE base stations in the geographic area covered by a Centralized gNB.

This function enables the hierarchical control of the real-time operation of NR nodes deployed in the same geographical area.
Justification

1. The forwarding and routing function of the user packets is clearly needed, otherwise the NR centralized base station cannot connect the Central Unit to the Distributed Units. 
2. While in LTE it was agreed that both distributed and centralized coordination should be supported, the more stringent NR requirements in ‎[2] enforce even more the need for centralized coordination. For more details see R3-161119 ‎[3].
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