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1. Overall Description:

With a Standardisation of X2 based context retrieval procedure, RAN3 now supports a functionality to resume a UE context in an eNB which is different from where the UE connection was suspended. However, recent SA2 agreement contradicts this by allowing the MME and the previously involved eNodeB to delete stored S1AP association using the S1 Release procedure [S2-161228] especially at a time of TAU. This can lead to wastage of resources. 
At the time of tracking area update, it is possible for an MME to know whether a UE has changed its network attachment (i.e., change its cell/eNB) within the last two TAU.  If this s the case, it is better for an MME to contact a new eNB for it to fetch context associated with a UE from an old eNB that will subsequently be followed by a path switch as opposed to deleting context. With this, it will be possible for any future paging attempt to use already configured resources and signalling paths in S-GW and MME.
Further, given that TAU does not require DRB configuration and unnecessary DRB setup can strain network resources, it should follow a legacy procedure without having to resume context.
RAN3 would therefore like to bring a common understanding by allowing an X2-based context fetch at the time of TAU as well. This will enable fetching the context before deleting it unlike the way SA2 agreed.
2. Actions:

To RAN2 group.

ACTION: 
RAN3 asks RAN2 to conclude that TAU can use legacy Signalling without having to employ resume request. 
To CT1 and SA2 group.

ACTION: 
RAN3 asks SA2 and CT1 to consider this by allowing a UE to supply Resume-ID at the time of TAU. 
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