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1. Overall Description:

SA2 would like to thank CT1 on their LS on Existence of CIoT support and NAS protocol details for CIoT.
Regarding the SIB information for CIoT: 

(1) As per stage 2 agreements, the UE should be able to request attach without PDN connectivity. In order for the UE to take right decision on when this attach can be requested, CT1 would like to ask for an indication to the UE that this support (attach without PDN connectivity) is provided in the area the UE is roaming via SIB. In CT1 point of view, not only should this indication be provided when in NB-IoT but also in WB-EUTRA

While SA2 thinks that providing information regarding CIOT functionality in a SIB would assist the UE to decide on the functionality to indicate in the “Preferred Network Behaviour” in NAS and therefore is useful, SA2 would like to highlight that “attach without PDN connectivity” may be NOT the only functionality that is introduced and could lead to backwards incompatibility issue. 

Regarding the NAS protocol details for CIoT: 

Stage 2 agreements indicate that new information elements are needed to be provided by the UE and the network because of CIoT. However, the NAS protocol already provide means for conveying UE capabilities related to EPS to the network in the UE network capability IE and therefore CT1 decided to enhance this information element to carry information of support of CIoT capabilities. Additionally, other existing IEs have been enhanced to carry all other agreed stage 2 information from the UE to the network and vice versa. Hence, no new IEs are needed to be defined in the NAS protocol and existing ones are actually reused. All this ensures proper use of the protocol and is aligned with the principles, structure and design defined for it. CT1 would further like to indicate that the use of new IEs towards a legacy MME does not result in rejection of the request but acceptance (i.e., legacy MME can only understand the information compliant to the release version which is supported).

SA2 understand the CT1 efforts to use the existing IE. SA2 confirm that SA2/Stage 2 texts in the agreed CRs are just listing the new needed information as usual which does not necessarily mean introducing new IE. CT1 can figure out whether new IE is needed or reusing the existing IE.
Any new added information if there is agreement will be captured in SA2 approved CRs.  
SA2 understand how to handle error cases regarding the backwards incompatibility issues need to be discussed in CT1.
2. Actions:

To CT1, RAN2, RAN3: Take this information into account.
3. Date of Next TSG-SA WG2 Meetings:
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