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<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< First Change >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
4.3.2.4
Range of the UE X2AP ID

It has been discussed and identified that TS 36.401 [4] specifies the UE X2AP IDs to “be unique within the eNB logical node”.

There were concerns that the currently defined range of these IDs (INTEGER (0..4095), see TS 36.423 [5]) would be not sufficient to handle the expected higher numbers of UE-associated X2 signalling connections for dual connectivity.

As a solution it was discussed whether it would be possible that during inter-MeNB handover without SeNB change, the source MeNB could provide the MeNB ID to the target MeNB, in which way that an UE X2AP ID would not need to “be unique within the eNB logical node”. This would however contradict the statements in TS 36.401 [4]. Backwards compatibility aspects of this solution would need to be assessed.

As a possible alternative solution it was suggested to extend the currently defined range of the X2AP ID.
SeNB operations use X2 signalling messages that are specific for their use. These operations are different and independent from those of a hosting eNB and are associated with different UEs that are outside of the eNB’s control. Therefore, SeNB UE X2AP IDs can be assigned independently from eNB UE X2AP IDs and the SeNB can maintain its own list of UE X2AP ID values. For SeNB-specific messages, the message type field.can be used to determine whether an UE X2AP ID has been assigned by the SeNB and a parameter for this purpose can be added to the few non-SeNB-specific X2 messages that are used in SeNB operations (SN Status Transfer, UE Context Release).
<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< End of Changes >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
