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1
Introduction
This paper provides comments to [1], relative to absolute vs. differential encoding of CQI within UE-CSI reports on the X2 interface.
2
Discussion
RAN3#87bis agreed to use both absolute and differential encoding of CQI based on the rationale of avoiding mandatory "processing" of the UE-CSI reports in the eNB before transfer on the X2 interface. As can be understood from [1], and also from [2] submitted by the same company to RAN3#87bis, the differential encoding used on the air interface is relatively complex and it is not straight-forward to design the X2 message based on this encoding.
Furthermore the only reason to use differential encoding on the air interface is to save some transmission bandwidth. The same need is not present on X2. Functionally the reporting modes are identical: No matter whether the UE reports CQI in absolute way or differential way, the original CQI at the UE side and the final used CQI at the eNB side are same, i.e. absolute CQI. 
Now that the complexity of differential reporting has been demonstrated, it therefore seems preferable to go back to proposals that were made at the previous meeting, e.g. in [2]:
· "It is therefore proposed that only “absolute” Wideband CQI values are signalled over X2."
· "It is therefore proposed that only “absolute” Subband CQI values are signalled over X2."
Our text proposal is as follows:

· Wideband CQI
	IE/Group Name
	Presence
	Range
	IE Type and Reference
	Semantics Description

	Wideband absolute CQI Codeword 0
	M
	 
	INTEGER (0..15, …)
	Encoded according to Table 7.2.3-1 of TS 36.213.

	Wideband CQI Codeword 1
	O
	 
	INTEGER (0..15, …)
	Encoded according to Table 7.2.3-1 of TS 36.213.


· Subband CQI
	IE/Group Name
	Presence
	Range
	IE Type and Reference
	Semantics Description

	Subband CQI Codeword 0
	M
	 
	INTEGER (0..15, …)
	Encoded according to Table 7.2.3-1 of TS 36.213.

	Subband CQI Codeword 1
	O
	 
	INTEGER (0..15, …)
	Encoded according to Table 7.2.3-1 of TS 36.213.


3
Conclusion
We have proposed to simplify CQI encoding on the X2 interface by using absolute values only.
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