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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 would like to thank RAN2 for the LS on “allowing PMCH without sessions”.

RAN3 confirms that the M2AP protocol (TS 36.443) does not currently allow the explicit configuration of a PMCH without any sessions, defined within the MCCH information. RAN3 understands that this does not preclude transmission of the MCCH on a stand-alone PMCH. In particular, in the scenario where no sessions are ongoing, RAN3 thinks that the eNB will transmit the MCCH in the subframes configured by the MCE (and provided in the BCCH), and therefore there is a PMCH for this purpose. This applies both when no sessions have yet started, as well as after all ongoing sessions are suspended. 
However, RAN3 noted that the current text in section 8.4.2 of TS 36.443 (MBMS Scheduling Information procedure) is ambiguous and has agreed the attached CR at RAN3#87 to clarify and align this text with the above principles of operation.
2. Actions:

To RAN2:
ACTION: 
RAN3 kindly asks RAN2 to take the above into account.
3. Date of Next TSG-RAN WG3 Meetings:

RAN3#87bis
20 – 24 April 2015

Tenerife, Spain

RAN3#88
25 – 29 May 2015

Fukuoka, Japan
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