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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 thanks CT4 for their LS received at RAN3#85. We would like to provide RAN3 views on handling GTP-U error indication for dual connectivity.

If E-RABs are configured with the SCG bearer option, there exists a direct S1-U connection from the SeNB to the SGW. The current specification text in TS 23.007 §21.7, second bullet, would imply to release the whole UE context with all related bearers, although only the SeNB would have an S1-U issue. 

RAN3 believes that the overall system behaviour should be designed in a way to allow the MeNB to keep the connection to the UE and probably take over the faulty bearer from the SeNB.

After having discussed possible options to solve this issue, RAN3 believes that the best solution would be to not send any GTP-U error indication from an eNB if it acts as an SeNB to a UE, but to inform the MeNB via X2-C signalling on further actions (e.g. releasing the UE context at the SeNB or switching the E-RAB to the MeNB, etc). 
The advantage of this solution would be that it hasn’t any effect on CN behaviour, but is completely handled within E-UTRAN with X2AP protocol means already foreseen for dual connectivity.
RAN3 believes it would be beneficial to capture the above in some appropriate behaviour text in 23.007.

2. Actions:

To CT4 and SA2 group.

ACTION: 
RAN3 kindly asks CT4 and SA2 to take the above information into account and consider necessary changes to TS 23.007. 
3. Date of Next TSG-RAN3 Meetings:
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