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1. Overall Description:

RAN2 would like to thank SA2 for the LS on the impacts of packet marking on RAN user plane handling of DL traffic.
RAN2 briefly considered various options which could potentially apply to a packet marking solution, and came to the following conclusions:
SA2’s Question 1: What are the RAN impacts of such packet marking based traffic prioritization?

Re-ordering of packets within the L2 stack is not possible.

Further impact on RAN2 protocols and implementations has not been studied. 

If more detailed studies are needed, RAN2 would need to start a study item and would need to know how packet marking is supposed to be used, which is currently not described in SA2 specifications.
SA2’s Question 2: Are issues anticipated related to the coexistence of this type of marking for traffic prioritization and QCI based traffic prioritization? 
RAN2 understands that packet marking and QCI based mechanisms have to be reconciled, but RAN2 did not study how and if this would work; point which would also have to be in the scope of a potential dedicated study, based on the understanding of how packet marking is supposed to be used. 

SA2’s Question 3: Whether and how RAN aspects of such packet marking based traffic prioritization behaviour can be standardized?

RAN2 would like to point out that traffic prioritization behaviour is intentionally left for RAN implementation and therefore not described in any detail in RAN specifications. However, an eNB is of course expected to fulfil the QoS characteristics associated with a particular QCI. If any packet marking solution needed to be introduced, RAN2 would follow this principle.
2. Actions:

To SA2: RAN2 respectfully asks SA2 to take the above answers into account.
3. Date of Next TSG-RAN2 Meetings:

TSG-RAN WG2 Meeting #87bis: 
6th to 10th of October 2014, Shanghai, China

TSG-RAN WG2 Meeting #88:
17th to 21st of November 2014, San Francisco, USA
