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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 thanks SA2 for their LS, and would like to provide some additional clarification as requested.

IP version selection has always been loosely specified and has therefore been implemented in a flexible manner, according to each operator’s requirements. These requirements always tend to vary quite greatly, hence the advantage of a loose specification.

RAN3 has realized that by agreeing R3-140217 and R3-140218, a considerable amount of that flexibility was in fact lost, and it was now required that only the MME make the selection. Further specifying this functionality, including adding signaling support in S1AP, was deemed not feasible, as the risk of breaking existing (H)eNB, HeNB GW and/or MME implementations was too high.

RAN3 has therefore decided to revert those changes to 36.414 and 36.424 so that sending more than one IP address version is not explicitly precluded. This is reflected in the attached CRs for those specifications.
For the case of a HeNB connected to a HeNB GW that does not terminate UP, in case two addresses are received over S1, the HeNB will select an appropriate version. This is reflected in the attached CR for TS 36.300.
For all other cases, there is no change in behavior with respect to Rel-11.

2. Actions:

To SA2 group.

ACTION: 
RAN3 asks SA2 group to take the above into account.
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