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1. Introduction 
This contribution discusses an open issue in the Flow Control:
“Whether the buffer size indication is per UE or per bearer is still FFS.” (ref: R3-141422: Dual Connectivity discussion status in RAN3#84 and way forward)
2. Discussion

2.1 Buffer Size indication from SeNB
Whether the granularity per E-RAB or per UE will be suitable for the flow control over X2 interface in dual connectivity, its discussion can be in two arguments:
1) The smaller granularity the better, more accuracy therefore the reported buffer size should be per bearer level.
2) It is the MeNB decision on which bearer the packet data are sent to, and considering the UE-AMBR is enforced per UE level, the reported buffer size should be per UE level.
Since the flow control over X2 interface in dual connectivity is only for the split bearer option and only target for downlink packet flow, which in principle the packet sending is controlled in the MeNB, giving the freedom or right to the SeNB to decide the buffer size per E-RAB is not reasonable. We believe the reported buffer size per UE level will align with the UE-AMBR principle (for DL) that it is enforced and controlled in MeNB.

Proposal: it is proposed that the buffer size indication is per UE level in the flow control.
2.2 the impact on the specification
While the protocol to realize the flow control function over X2 interface for the split bearer option is still on going, the flow control related signal message is basically provided using the established GTP tunnel, which may be per bearer. However, using per bearer tunnel to indicate per UE level buffer size is not a problem, as far as the definition is clear enough.
3. Conclusion and proposal

This contribution discussed the buffer size indication from SeNB to MeNB, whether its granularity is per bearer level or UE level.
Proposal: it is proposed that the buffer size indication is per UE level in the flow control.

