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8.3.9
Radio Link Failure Indication

8.3.9.1
General

The purpose of the Radio Link Failure Indication procedure is to transfer information regarding RRC re-establishment attempts, or received RLF Reports, between eNBs. The signalling takes place from the eNB at which a re-establishment attempt is made, or an RLF Report is received, to an eNB to which the UE concerned may have previously been attached prior to the connection failure. This may aid the detection of radio link failure and handover failure cases (TS 36.300 [15]). The procedure may also be used to reduce the rate of unsuccessful RRC connection re-establishment attempts in the network.
The procedure uses non UE-associated signalling.

8.3.9.2
Successful Operation
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Figure 8.3.9.2-1: Radio Link Failure Indication, successful operation

eNB2 initiates the procedure by sending the RLF INDICATION message to eNB1 following a re-establishment attempt or an RLF Report reception from a UE at eNB2, when eNB2 considers that the UE may have previously suffered a connection failure at a cell controlled by eNB1.

eNB2 may include the ShortMAC-I IE in the RLF INDICATION message, e.g., in order to aid the eNB1 to resolve a potential PCI confusion situation or to aid the eNB1 to identify the UE.

eNB2 may include the UE RLF Report Container IE in the RLF INDICATION message, which may be used by the eNB1 to determine the nature of the failure.
eNB2 may include the RRC Conn Setup Indicator IE in the RLF INDICATION message, which indicates that the RLF Report is retrieved after an RRC connection setup or an incoming successful handover.

If the RRC Conn Setup Indicator IE is present in the RLF INDICATION message, the eNB1 shall ignore the values in the Failure cell PCI IE, Re-establishment cell ECGI IE, C-RNTI IE and ShortMAC-I IE.

eNB2 may include the RRC Conn Reestab Indicator IE in the RLF INDICATION message, which may be used by the eNB1 to determine where the failure occurred.
Interactions with Handover Preparation procedure:

If the ShortMAC-I IE is included in the RLF INDICATION message, the UE verification is successful and no roaming or access restriction applies for mobility towards the re-establishment cell, the eNB1 may trigger the Handover Preparation procedure towards eNB2 for the concerned UE.
8.3.9.3
Unsuccessful Operation

Not applicable.

8.3.9.4
Abnormal Conditions

Void.
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