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10.1.2.X.2.3
SeNB Release

The SeNB Release procedure may be either initiated by the MeNB or by the SeNB.

It is used to release the UE context at the SeNB.

It does not necessarily need to involve signaling towards the UE.

MeNB initiated SeNB Release Request
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Figure 10.1.2.X.2.3-1: SeNB Release Request procedure – MeNB initiated.

Figure 10.1.2.X.2.3-1 shows an example signaling flow for the MeNB initiated SeNB Release Request procedure. 

1.
The MeNB initiates the procedure by sending the SeNB Release Request message. Upon receiving the SeNB Release Request message the SeNB shall remove the SeNB UE context.
If a bearer context in the SeNB was configured with the SCG bearer option and is moved to e.g. the MeNB, the MeNB may provide data forwarding address information to the SeNB.
The SeNB may start data forwarding and stop providing user data to the UE as early as it receives the SeNB Release Request message.

NOTE:
If the UE is not consuming radio resources at the SeNB any more and if no path update is needed, the MeNB initiated Release procedure could be completed with sending the SeNB Release Request message to the SeNB.

Editor’s Note 1:
This assumes that the MeNB provides the part of the RRCConnectionReconfiguration message that releases SeNB resources. 
Editor’s Note 2:
Whether the message SeNB Release Request shall be acknowledged by the SeNB is still FFS. 
2./3.
The MeNB initiates the RRC connection reconfiguration procedure.

NOTE:
If a bearer context in the SeNB was configured with the SCG bearer option and data forwarding is applied, timely coordination between steps 1 and 2 may minimize gaps in service provision, this is however regarded to be an implementation matter.

4./5.
Data forwarding from the SeNB to the MeNB takes place.

6.
If applicable, the path update procedure is initiated.
Editor’s Note 3:
Whether a final release message from the MeNB is necessary is still FFS. 
SeNB initiated SeNB Release
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Figure 10.1.2.X.2.3-2: SeNB Release Indication procedure – SeNB initiated.

Figure 10.1.2.X.2.3-2 shows an example signaling flow for the SeNB initiated SeNB Release procedure. 

1.
The SeNB initiates the procedure by sending the SeNB Release Indication message.

2.
Upon receiving the SeNB Release Indication message, the MeNB shall trigger the SeNB Release Request procedure.








20.2.2.x5
 SeNB Release Request procedure

The MeNB initiated SeNB Release procedure is triggered by the MeNB to release the UE context at the SeNB.
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Figure 20.2.2.x5-1: MeNB initiated SeNB Release procedure.
Editor’s Note:
The need for an acknowledgment is still FFS. 
20.2.2.x6
SeNB Release Indication procedure

The SeNB initiated SeNB Release procedure is triggered by the SeNB to release all resources for a specific UE at the SeNB. 
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Figure 20.2.2.x6-1: SeNB initiated SeNB Release procedure.
Editor’s Note:
The need for the specification of a Refuse message is FFS. 
Upon receiving the SeNB Release Indication message the MeNB shall trigger the SeNB Release Request procedure.
Editor’s Note:
The need for an additional procedure to finally release the UE context at the SeNB is FFS. This applies to both, the MeNB and SeNB initiated release and may result in an additional chapter. 
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