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1. Introduction
This paper is response to the R3-141146.
2. SRVCC from LTE to GERAN – reverse direction 

The Target to Source Transparent Container IE should be transparent to eNB, i.e. the eNB shall forward it to UE directly. According to TS 44.018, the UE shall only receive the value part (Layer 3 Information field) of the BSSAP Layer 3 Information IE.
3.2.2.24
Layer 3 Information

This is a variable length element used to pass radio interface messages from one network entity to another.
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	octet 1

	Length
	octet 2

	Layer 3 information
	octet 3-n


Octet 1 identifies the element. Octet 2 gives the length of the following layer 3 information.

Octet j (j = 3, 4, ..., n) is the unchanged octet j-2 of either:

-
a radio interface layer 3 message as defined in 3GPP TS 44.018; or
-
Handover To UTRAN Command as defined in 3GPP TS 25.331, where n-2 is equal to the length of that radio interface layer 3 message; or.

-
a complete RRCConnectionReconfiguration radio interface message as defined in 3GPP TS 36.331, where n-2 is equal to the length of that radio interface layer 3 message.

Due to the Target to Source Transparent Container IE is transparent to eNB and only value part is received by the UE, it makes sense for the MSC removing the Element identifier and Length part.
Since the Target to Source Transparent Container IE is transparent to eNB, there is no backwards capability issue with this change in the CRs (R3-141147-R3-141150).

Proposal 1: the MSC sends the Layer 3 Information IE without including the T+L to MME.
3. SRVCC from LTE to GERAN – forward direction 

In contrary with the reverse version, the Source to Target Transparent Container IE is generated by the eNB in the forward direction. Then the change on the forward direction in the CRs (R3-141147-R3-141150) is not backwards compatible from eNB point of view.
The MSC is the terminated point for the BSSAP and Sv interfaces and the MSC is in charge of the compilation of coding in both BSSAP and Sv interfaces. Then it is reasonable for the MSC to handle the Element identifier and Length part. There are two possible ways:

Option 1: Striping off the T+L for Sv interface and adding the T+L for the BSSAP interface;

Option 2: Keeping the T+L from Sv interface unchanged.

Both options are possible during the implementation. And there is no backwards compatibility issue from the MSC point of view since the MSC server has to be upgraded in order to support SRVCC function.
Proposal 2: The MSC handles T+L: the eNB sends the Old BSS to New BSS Information IE including the T+L, the MME forwards transparently to the MSC, the MSC handles the T+L part.
3 Conclusion and Proposals 

This paper is response to R3-141146 and the proposals:
Proposal 1: the MSC sends the Layer 3 Information IE without including the T+L to MME.
Proposal 2: The MSC handles T+L: the eNB sends the Old BSS to New BSS Information IE including the T+L, the MME forwards transparently to the MSC, the MSC handles the T+L part.


















