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19.2.1
S1 Interface Functions

The S1 interface provides the following functions:

-
E-RAB Service Management function:

-
Setup, Modify, Release.

-
Mobility Functions for UEs in ECM-CONNECTED:

-
Intra-LTE Handover;

-
Inter-3GPP-RAT Handover.

-
S1 Paging function: 

-
NAS Signalling Transport function;

-
LPPa Signalling Transport function;

-
S1-interface management functions:

-
Error indication;
-
Reset.
-
Network Sharing Function;

-
Roaming and Access Restriction Support function;

-
NAS Node Selection Function;

-
Initial Context Setup Function;

-
UE Context Modification Function;

-
MME Load balancing Function;

-
Location Reporting Function;

-
PWS (which includes ETWS and CMAS) Message Transmission Function;

-
Overload function;

-
RAN Information Management Function;

-
Configuration Transfer Function;

-
S1 CDMA2000 Tunnelling function;
-
Trace function;

-
UE Radio Capability Match.

19.2.1.1
S1 Paging function

The paging function supports the sending of paging requests to all cells of the TA(s) the UE is registered. 

Paging requests are sent to the relevant eNBs according to the mobility information kept in the UE’s MM context in the serving MME. 

19.2.1.2
S1 UE Context Management function

In order to support UEs in ECM-CONNECTED, UE contexts need to be managed, i.e. established and released in the eNodeB and in the EPC to support user individual signalling on S1. 
The time spent in ECM-CONNECTED mode can be optimized through CN assistance information sent by the MME to the eNB at every ECM-IDLE/ECM-CONNECTED transition. This information provides the eNB with a priori knowledge of the UE activity behaviour such as the average time in ECM-CONNECTED and ECM-IDLE mode or the UE mobility behaviour such as the number of eNB handover procedures executed per hour. The eNB may use this CN assistance information to optimize its radio parameter settings.   
19.2.1.3
Initial Context Setup Function

The Initial Context Setup function supports the establishment of the necessary overall initial UE Context including E-RAB context, Security context, roaming and access restrictions, UE capability information, Subscriber Profile ID for RAT/Frequency Priority, UE S1 signalling connection ID, etc. in the eNB to enable fast Idle-to-Active transition. 

In addition to the setup of overall initial UE Contexts, Initial Context Setup function also supports the piggy-backing of the corresponding NAS messages. Initial Context Setup is initiated by the MME.

19.2.2.3
Initial Context Setup procedure
The Initial Context Setup procedure establishes the necessary overall initial UE context in the eNB in case of an Idle-to Active transition. The Initial Context Setup procedure is initiated by the MME.

The Initial Context Setup procedure comprises the following steps:

-
The MME initiates the Initial Context Setup procedure by sending INITIAL CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST to the eNB. This message may include general UE Context (e.g. security context, roaming and access restrictions, UE capability information, UE S1 signalling connection ID, CN assistance information, etc.), E-RAB context (Serving GW TEID, QoS information, Correlation id i.e. collocated L-GW TEID or GRE key in case of LIPA support), and may be piggy-backed with the corresponding NAS messages. When there are multiple NAS messages in the INITIAL CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST message, the MME shall ensure that the NAS messages in the E-RAB to be Setup List are aligned in the order of reception from the NAS layer to ensure the in-sequence delivery of the NAS messages.

-
Upon receipt of INITIAL CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST, the eNB setup the context of the associated UE, and perform the necessary RRC signalling towards the UE, e.g. Radio Bearer Setup procedure. When there are multiple NAS messages to be sent in the RRC message, the order of the NAS messages in the RRC message shall be kept the same as that in the INITIAL CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST message. If CN assistance information is included in the message, the eNB may use it to optimize its radio parameter settings and may propagate it during following S1 or X2 handovers.
-
The eNB responds with INITIAL CONTEXT SETUP RESPONSE to inform a successful operation, and with INITIAL CONTEXT SETUP FAILURE to inform an unsuccessful operation.
NOTE:
In case of failure, eNB and MME behaviours are not mandated. Both implicit release (local release at each node) and explicit release (MME-initiated UE Context Release procedure) may in principle be adopted. The eNB should ensure that no hanging resources remain at the eNB.
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Figure 19.2.2.3-1: Initial Context Setup procedure (highlighted in blue) in Idle-to-Active procedure

19.2.2.5.2
Handover Resource Allocation procedure

The handover resource allocation comprises the following steps:
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Figure 19.2.2.5.2-1: Handover resource allocation procedure

-
The MME sends the HANDOVER REQUEST message including the E-RAB(s) which needs to be setup by the target eNB.


In the case of a UE performing handover toward an RN, the HANDOVER REQUEST is received by the DeNB, which shall read the target cell ID from the message, find the target RN corresponding to the target cell ID, and forward the message toward the target RN.

If the CN assistance information is contained in the HANDOVER REQUEST message, the eNB may use it to optimize its radio parameter settings. It may also propagate it during subsequent S1 or X2 handovers.
-
The target eNB responds with the HANDOVER REQUEST ACK message after the required resources for all accepted E-RABs are allocated. The HANDOVER REQUEST ACK message contains successfully established E-RAB(s), E-RAB(s) which failed to setup and radio interface related information (HO Command for the UE), which is later sent transparently via the EPC/CN from the target RAT to the source RAT. 

If no resources are available on the target side, the target eNB responds with the HANDOVER FAILURE message instead of the HANDOVER REQUEST ACK message.

20.2.2.1
Handover Preparation procedure

The Handover preparation procedure is initiated by the source eNB if it determines the necessity to initiate the handover via the X2 interface. 
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Figure 20.2.2.1-1: Handover Preparation procedure

The source eNB sends a HANDOVER REQUEST to the target eNB including the bearers to be setup by the target ENB.
If the CN assistance information is contained in the HANDOVER REQUEST message, the eNB may use it to optimize its radio parameter settings. It may also propagate it during subsequent S1 or X2 handovers.
The handover preparation phase is finished upon the reception of the HANDOVER REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message in the source eNB, which includes at least radio interface related information (HO Command for the UE), successfully established E-RAB(s) and failed established E-RAB(s).
In case the handover resource allocation is not successful (e.g. no resources are available on the target side) the target eNB responds with the HANDOVER PREPARATION FAILURE message instead of the HANDOVER REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message.
If eNB received NAS message from MME during X2 handover procedure, it shall be acted as specified in subclause 19.2.2.6.
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