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1. Overall Description:
RAN3 would like to thank RAN2 for the LS on SFN handling in the dual connectivity. RAN3 discussed the SFN handling issue in dual connectivity and made the following answers:
1) Is it feasible that MeNB and SeNB exchange the SFN timing difference without assistance from UE by using network based mechanism (e.g. X2 procedure or OAM)?
[Answer]: The network based mechanism without assistance from UE requires MeNB and SeNB have a common time reference with sufficient accuracy and exchange the SFN initialisation time for calculating SFN offset. Currently, the common time reference between eNBs is only necessary for in synchronized TDD-unicast area, FDD/TDD-multicast MBSFN synchronization area and FDD time domain inter-cell interference coordination synchronization area. This means that the network based solution has an additional requirement that the networks which support dual connectivity operation are mandatory to provide the common time reference with sufficient accuracy, e.g. by GPS deployment.
2) If feasible, is the network based mechanism expected to be accurate enough for coordinating SFN between MeNB and SeNB (e.g. to align DRX and measurement gap occasions between MeNB and SeNB)?
[Answer]: RAN3 thinks a sufficient accuracy is expected. Without a sufficient accuracy, there will be a different understanding about timing related configuration between the SeNB and UE e.g. the start/stop time of gap occasion and DRX activation timer which may cause failure between SeNB and UE. 
2. Actions:

To RAN2:
RAN3 kindly asks RAN2 to consider the above information in its further work.
3. Date of Next TSG-RAN3 Meetings:

3GPPRAN3#85,18-22 Aug 2014, Dresden, EU
3GPPRAN3#85-BIS, 6-10 Oct 2014, Sanghai,CN
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