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1. Overall Description:
In RAN specifications, the terminology of “backhaul” refers to the transport network layer of all radio network interfaces including the interfaces between eNBs (X2 interface), and between eNB and core network (S1 interface). It should be noted that RAN specifications do not define interfaces within an eNB (e.g., between a remote radio and baseband unit of an eNB). 

RAN3 notes that characterization of “backhaul” in 3GPP RAN specifications is by the performance (e.g., latency, throughput). Recent studies such as TS36.842 & 36.932 have proposed characterizations of "ideal" and "non-ideal" backhaul that are used for radio feature simulations especially in small cell deployments. 

RAN3 notes that the MEF fronthaul term refers to a transport network of interfaces not specified by 3GPP RAN specifications.  Further it appears that MEF backhaul is the transport network for S1 interface and MEF mid haul is the transport network for X2 interface. While RAN3 does not view this as inconsistent, we do not see the necessity to refine “backhaul” to be the specific terms i.e. backhaul, fronthaul and midhaul in RAN specifications. 

2. Actions:

To Metro Ethernet Forum
ACTION: 
RAN3 kindly asks MEF to take above feedback into account.
3. Date of Next TSG-RAN3 Meetings:
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