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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 would like to thank SA2 for the LS requesting feedback on the possibility to introduce new QCI values in the standards as part of the group communication enablers for LTE.
RAN3 did agree that some of the unicast bearers will newly need specific characteristics but also considered the non backwards compatibility issue that introducing new QCIs would bring along. Indeed today an unknown QCI would lead a non upgraded eNB to reject an ERAB setup.

RAN3 felt that an alternative approach, more in line with usual RAN3 backwards compatibility design process, is to introduce an additional new parameter to indicate the network nodes down to the eNB the specific group communication QoS required.   
That approach would allow operators with some backwards compatibility for smooth deployment where not all eNBs have been upgraded. For example combining for the ERAB setup the new indicator having a criticality “ignore” together with a classical QCI=1 would allow the non-upgraded eNBs to offer a proper service instead of rejecting the ERAB, even if the service is offered in a non-optimal way.
Moreover, given that the new signalling aims at providing new multidimensional QoS requirements (DRX, resource allocation) which the QCI doesn’t have so far, it also appeared cleaner for RAN3 that the new QoS dimensions are addressed through a new separate indicator. 

It will be up to eNB implementations to ensure the required characteristics mentioned in SA2 LS when it receives an ERAB setup with the new combination (new indicator, QCI 1).
2. Actions:

To SA2 group.

ACTION: 
RAN3 kindly ask SA2 to take the above into account and investigate the possibility of adding an additional indicator along with the QCI instead of introducing new QCI values.
3. Date of Next RAN3 Meetings:

RAN3#84
19th May– 23rd May
Seoul, Korea
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