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1. Introduction
In RAN3#80, it was agreed to introduce the support for NAS cause codes #17 and #25 in TS 25.413 Rel-11 in light of MOCN deployments (See [1]). Later concerns about the interoperability with legacy RNCs were raised (See [2]) and, contemporarily, in GERAN, the analogous changes (related only to NAS cause codes #17 since cause code #25 is not used in GERAN) were agreed both for Rel-10 and Rel-11 (See [3]).
Currently in RAN3 two solutions are proposed:

1) Extend the already agreed changes vs. TS 25.413 Rel-11 to Rel-10 ([4 and 5]).
2) Introduce a new (indication based) mechanism in Rel-11 and Rel-12 that would guarantee full interoperability with legacy nodes [6, 7 and 8]).
2. Discussion and proposals
We think that extending the already agreed changes in [1] to Rel-10 (according to [4 and 5]), even though it would not formally solve the interoperability issue with legacy RNCs (remember that MOCN is a feature of UMTS since Rel-6), would de facto solve it. In our opinion it is reasonable to assume that an operator who wants to deploy MOCN with the support of cause codes #17 and #25 would update its RNC to at least Rel-10.

On the contrary, while the approach of [6, 7 and 8] would formally solve interoperability issues with any pre-Rel-11 RNC, it would require the introduction of a new capability indication information element on top of the changes already agreed in RAN3#80 (May 2013) [1]. Notice however that, even if in general they would provide a complete solution to the interoperability issue with legacy nodes, capability indicators for new features are not used. 

Proposal 1: it is proposed to RAN3 to agree on [4 and 5].

In addition, in order to further minimize any interoperability issues with pre-Rel-10 RNC,

Proposal 2: it is proposed liaising CT1 and ask them to add some text in 24.008 that would capture the limitations of the agreement reached in RAN3.

A draft LS is proposed in Annex A.

3. Conclusion

In this paper we explained why we support the proposal to extend to Rel-10 the already agreed changes for Rel-11 that introduced the support for NAS cause values #17 and #25 in TS 25.413 (see [4 and 5]). We also suggested asking CT1 to capture the limitations of the proposed solution in their specification 24.008. A sample draft LS in provided in Annex A.
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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 thanks CT1 and GERAN2 for their LSs on additional causes triggering redirection.

In order to align with GERAN2, RAN3 extended the previously agreed changed for Rel-11 (indicated in the previous LS in R3-131160) to Rel-10.

It should be noted that this solution works only if RNCs implement the modifications proposed in the attached CR R3-140084.

2. Actions:

To TSG-CT WG#1 
ACTION: 
RAN3 kindly asks CT1 to take the above changes into account when updating their specifications.
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