3GPP TSG-RAN3#83 
R3-140308
Prague, Czeck Republik, 10th-14th February

Agenda Item:
24.2
Source: 
Vodafone
Title:  
Cause value for public safety
Document for:
Approval
1 Introduction
The Allocation and Retention Priority are standardised in all RAT systems since the beginning and allow to downgrade or prioritise special users compared to others. Currently such features are used for special event (e.g. in case of disaster) to prioritise voice traffic from particular subscribers like police officers. Anyway this feature does not have wide usage in LTE so far as most of LTE operators are currently using CSFB for the speech services.
2 Discussion
With the introduction of public safety features in 3GPP Release 12 and the deployment of VoLTE, it can be assumed that Allocation and Retention Priority feature within LTE will become an important feature. However, 3GPP specifications do not provide a clear description of the cause value which should be used in case the traffic/bearer was released due to the “high priority” user. It is important for the operator’s network to be able to correlate the amount of “released” subscribers to a particular event as precisely as possible to plan and run the network in a much efficient way.

From Vodafone point of view, there are two ways the problem could be solved:

1. The description of the existing cause value could be enhanced to make it clear that this particular cause value has to be used in case a subscriber is released due to the “high priority” user. 
The advantage of this approach is that no ASN.1 changes are needed. On the other hand, it cannot be fully ensured that the old “cause value” will only be used for “Allocation and Retention Priority feature”.
The corresponding CR is in R3-140309
2. Define a new cause value

This would require ASN.1 changes but will provide a clear indication to operator’s network that the bearer was released due to “high priority user”. 
The corresponding CR is in R3-140310

3 Conclusion

Vodafone would like to discuss the above problem and agree on one of the proposed solutions.
