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8.2.3
E-RAB Release

8.2.3.1
General

The purpose of the E-RAB Release procedure is to enable the release of already established E-RABs for a given UE. The procedure uses UE-associated signalling.
8.2.3.2
Successful Operation

8.2.3.2.1
E-RAB Release – MME initiated
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Figure 8.2.3.2.1-1: E-RAB Release procedure. Successful operation.

The MME initiates the procedure by sending an E-RAB RELEASE COMMAND message. 

The E-RAB RELEASE COMMAND message shall contain the information required by the eNB to release at least one E-RAB in the E-RAB To Be Released List IE. If a NAS-PDU IE is contained in the message, the eNB shall pass it to the UE.

Upon reception of the E-RAB RELEASE COMMAND message the eNB shall execute the release of the requested E-RABs. For each E-RAB to be released the eNB shall release the corresponding Data Radio Bearer and release the allocated resources on Uu. The eNB shall pass the value contained in the E-RAB ID IE received for the E-RAB to the radio interface protocol for each Data Radio Bearer to be released. The eNB shall release allocated resources on S1 for the E-RABs requested to be released.
The E-RAB RELEASE COMMAND message may contain 

-
the UE Aggregate Maximum Bit Rate IE.

If the UE Aggregate Maximum Bit Rate IE is included in the E-RAB RELEASE COMMAND the eNB shall
· replace the previously provided UE Aggregate Maximum Bit Rate by the received UE Aggregate Maximum Bit Rate in the UE context; the eNB shall use the received UE Aggregate Maximum Bit Rate for non-GBR Bearers for the concerned UE. 
If the UE Aggregate Maximum Bit Rate IE is not contained in the E-RAB RELEASE COMMAND message, the eNB shall use the previously provided UE Aggregate Maximum Bit Rate which is stored in the UE context.

The eNB shall report to the MME, in the E-RAB RELEASE RESPONSE message, the result for all the E-RABs to be released.

-
A list of E-RABs which are released successfully shall be included in the E-RAB Release List IE.

-
A list of E-RABs which failed to be released, if any, shall be included in the E-RAB Failed to Release List IE. 

The eNB shall be prepared to receive an E-RAB RELEASE COMMAND message on an established UE-associated logical S1-connection containing an E-RAB Release List IE at any time and shall always reply to it with an E-RAB RELEASE RESPONSE message.
The eNB shall, if supported, report in the E-RAB RELEASE RESPONSE message the serving cell and tracking area information in the E-CGI IE and TAI IE.
After sending an E-RAB RELEASE RESPONSE message containing an E-RAB ID within the E-RAB Release List IE, the eNB shall be prepared to receive an E-RAB SETUP REQUEST message requesting establishment of an E-RAB with this E-RAB ID.
If the E-CGI IE and TAI IE are included in the E-RAB RELEASE RESPONSE message, the MME shall handle this information as specified in TS 23.401 [11]. 
8.2.3.2.2
E-RAB Release Indication – eNB initiated
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Figure 8.2.3.2.2-1: E-RAB Release INDICATION procedure. Successful operation.

The eNB initiates the procedure by sending an E-RAB RELEASE INDICATION message towards the MME.

The E-RAB RELEASE INDICATION message shall contain at least one E-RAB released at the eNB, in the E-RAB Released List IE. 
The eNB shall, if supported, report in the E-RAB RELEASE INDICATION message the serving cell and tracking area information in the E-CGI IE and TAI IE.
Upon reception of the E-RAB RELEASE INDICATION message the MME shall normally initiate the appropriate release procedure on the core network side for the E-RABs identified in the E-RAB RELEASE INDICATION message. 
If the E-CGI IE and TAI IE are included in the E-RAB RELEASE INDICATION message, the MME shall handle this information as specified in TS 23.401 [11]. 
Interaction with UE Context Release Request procedure:

If the eNB wants to remove all remaining E-RABs, e.g., for user inactivity, the UE Context Release Request procedure shall be used instead. 

8.3.3
UE Context Release (MME initiated)

8.3.3.1
General

The purpose of the UE Context Release procedure is to enable the MME to order the release of the UE-associated logical connection due to various reasons, e.g., completion of a transaction between the UE and the EPC, or completion of successful handover, or completion of handover cancellation, or release of the old UE-associated logical S1-connection when two UE-associated logical S1-connections toward the same UE is detected after the UE has initiated the establishment of a new UE-associated logical S1-connection, or the UE is no longer allowed to access the CSG cell (i.e., the UE becomes a non-member of the currently used CSG cell). The procedure uses UE-associated S1 connection.
8.3.3.2
Successful Operation
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Figure 8.3.3.2-1: UE Context Release procedure. Successful operation.

The MME initiates the procedure by sending the UE CONTEXT RELEASE COMMAND message to the eNB. 

The UE CONTEXT RELEASE COMMAND message shall contain the UE S1AP ID pair IE if available, otherwise the message shall contain the MME UE S1AP ID IE.

The MME provides the cause IE set to “Load Balancing TAU Required” in the UE CONTEXT RELEASE COMMAND message sent to the eNB for all load balancing and offload cases in the MME. 

Upon reception of the UE CONTEXT RELEASE COMMAND message, the eNB shall release all related signalling and user data transport resources and reply with the UE CONTEXT RELEASE COMPLETE message. In case of eNB supporting L-GW function for LIPA operation, the eNB shall also release the node internal tunnel resources.
The eNB shall, if supported, report in the UE CONTEXT RELEASE COMPLETE message the serving cell and tracking area information in the E-CGI IE and TAI IE.
If the E-CGI IE and TAI IE are included in the UE CONTEXT RELEASE COMPLETE message, the MME shall handle this information as specified in TS 23.401 [11]. 
9.1.3.6
E-RAB RELEASE RESPONSE

This message is sent by the eNB and is used to report the outcome of the request from the E-RAB RELEASE COMMAND message.
Direction: eNB ( MME
	IE/Group Name
	Presence
	Range
	IE type and reference
	Semantics description
	Criticality
	Assigned Criticality

	Message Type
	M
	
	9.2.1.1
	
	YES
	reject

	MME UE S1AP ID
	M
	
	9.2.3.3
	
	YES
	ignore

	eNB UE S1AP ID
	M
	
	9.2.3.4
	
	YES
	ignore

	E-RAB Release List 
	
	0..1
	
	
	YES
	ignore

	>E-RAB Release Item IEs
	
	1 .. <maxnoofE-RABs>
	
	
	EACH
	ignore

	>>E-RAB ID
	M
	
	9.2.1.2
	
	-
	

	E-RAB Failed to Release List 
	O
	
	E-RAB List 

9.2.1.36
	A value for E-RAB ID shall only be present once in E-RAB Release List IE + E-RAB Failed to Release List IE.
	YES
	ignore

	Criticality Diagnostics
	O
	
	9.2.1.21
	
	YES
	ignore

	E-CGI 
	O
	
	9.2.1.38
	
	YES
	ignore

	TAI 
	O
	
	9.2.3.16
	
	YES
	ignore


	Range bound
	Explanation

	maxnoofE-RABs
	Maximum no. of E-RAB allowed towards one UE, the maximum value is 256. 


9.1.3.7
E-RAB RELEASE INDICATION

This message is sent by the eNB and is used to indicate the MME to release one or several E-RABs for one UE.
Direction: eNB ( MME
	IE/Group Name
	Presence
	Range
	IE type and reference
	Semantics description
	Criticality
	Assigned Criticality

	Message Type
	M
	
	9.2.1.1
	
	YES
	ignore

	MME UE S1AP ID
	M
	
	9.2.3.3
	
	YES
	reject

	eNB UE S1AP ID
	M
	
	9.2.3.4
	
	YES
	reject

	E-RAB Released List 
	M
	
	E-RAB List 

9.2.1.36
	A value for E-RAB ID shall only be present once in E-RAB Released List IE.
	YES
	ignore

	E-CGI
	O
	
	9.2.1.38
	
	YES
	ignore

	TAI
	O
	
	9.2.3.16
	
	YES
	ignore


	Range bound
	Explanation

	maxnoofE-RABs
	Maximum no. of E-RAB allowed towards one UE, the maximum value is 256. 


	Range bound
	Explanation

	maxnoofE-RABs
	Maximum no. of E-RAB allowed towards one UE, the maximum value is 256. 


9.1.4.7
UE CONTEXT RELEASE COMPLETE

This message is sent by the eNB to confirm the release of the UE-associated S1-logical connection over the S1 interface.
Direction: eNB ( MME
	IE/Group Name
	Presence
	Range
	IE type and reference
	Semantics description
	Criticality
	Assigned Criticality

	Message Type
	M
	
	9.2.1.1
	
	YES
	reject

	MME UE S1AP ID
	M
	
	9.2.3.3
	
	YES
	ignore

	eNB UE S1AP ID
	M
	
	9.2.3.4
	
	YES
	ignore

	Criticality Diagnostics
	O
	
	9.2.1.21
	
	YES
	ignore

	E-CGI
	O
	
	9.2.1.38
	
	YES
	ignore

	TAI
	O
	
	9.2.3.16
	
	YES
	ignore
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