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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 discussed Xn protocol from control plane aspects and agreed on the following conclusions for small cell enhancement study item.
· In order to reduce complexity, the number of protocol stacks for Xn needs to be limited and in order to convey RRC messages over Xn interface, either 1) a common stack for CP messages or 2) a common stack between UP and RRC messages should be adopted.
1) one stack for Control Plane in general, covering both Xn-AP signalling messages and RRC messages (another stack based on GTP-U for User Plane data)
2) one stack for User Plane data and RRC messages (another stack based on SCTP for Xn-AP signalling messages).
· In the approach for using a common stack for CP, Xn-AP container used for delivering contents of RRC messages can be supported by enhancing Re-l11 X2-AP specification in any U-plane option.
· Only Alternative 3D of U-plane option can reuse the same stack as for the user plane to convey RRC messages over Xn interface.
· If a logical connection to MeNB was deemed necessary for users with single connectivity to the SeNB, architecture and protocol stack of single connectivity should be aligned with that of dual connectivity.
2. Actions:

To RAN2:
RAN3 kindly asks RAN2 to take the above agreement made by RAN3 into consideration.
3. Date of Next TSG-RAN3 Meetings:

TSG-RAN3 Meeting #82

11th  – 15th  November 2013 San Francisco, USA.
TSG-RAN3 Meeting #83

10th  – 14th  February 2014 Prague, Czech Republic.
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