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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 thanks CT4 for the LS on populating of broadcast and warning area lists in C4-130416.

RAN3 has further analysed the question 2 provided in C4-130416 on the proposal to add a new additional Warning Area List IE and would like to provide the following answer:
Question-2: 

CT4 is studying a set of CRs for Release-12 in which a Warning Area List can be populated with a List of Cell-IDs and/or a List of Tracking Area IDs and/or a List of Emergency Area IDs, rather than either a List of Cell-IDs or a List of Tracking Area IDs or a List of Emergency Area IDs as is currently specified in TS 29.168 and TS 36.413.

The proposal which is now under consideration would include a new Additional Warning Area List IE, which is encoded as a protocol extension element in order to be backwards compatible. If the Warning Area would consist of more than one List type (see above paragraph for the List types), one of the List types would be populated in the Warning Area IE and the remaining List types would be populated in the Additional Warning Area List IE.

For example, when the Warning Area consists of Tracking Areas and a number of cells, the Warning Area List IE would be populated with the List of Tracking Area IDs and the Additional Warning Area List IE would be populated with the List of Cell IDs (or vice versa). The CBC will have to be configured whether the PLMN supports the Additional Warning Area IE. In the cases where this is not supported, the CBC will have to populate the Warning Area List with a Cell-ID List only or send two separate messages.

CT4 would like to know if CT1 and RAN3 see this proposal as an enhancement.

RAN3 answer:
RAN3 has investigated further the question 2 and confirms the issue that CT4 CRs are trying to address related to the limitation of the existing Write Replace message for delivering a PWS alert over certain warning areas.

More precisely RAN3 mainly sees the issue for the case where the warning area to broadcast consists of a list of tracking areas plus a list of cells.

RAN3 also recognizes for this case the issue of populating the Warning Area List with a Cell-ID List only.
However RAN3 has compared the solution proposed in the CT4 CRs with the alternative solution mentioned within the CT4 LS consisting in using two separate Write Replace messages (one for the tracking areas, one for the cells). RAN3 has concluded that the first one only brings advantages compared to the second one in a limited number of scenarios, namely when a lot of eNBs involved in the warning area have cells belonging to different TAs.
Considering the RAN impacts and the specification impacts associated with this first solution, RAN3 has concluded that the limited advantage it brings isn’t a strong enough justification.
Therefore RAN3 recommends CT4 NOT to proceed with the CT4 CRs.
2. Actions:

To CT4 and CT1 group.

ACTION: 
RAN3 asks CT4 and CT1 groups to take this answer into account.
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