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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 reviewed the following RAN2 agreements and assumptions for SCE

1. Packet loss on the interface between MeNB and SeNB is rare if the Xn is not the bottleneck.
2. Define Xn as the interface between MeNB and SeNB
3. There is a risk that Xn delivers packets in the wrong order.
4. There will be only one S1-MME Connection per UE for dual connectivity
Ad 1)

Packet loss over Xn  can be assumed to be rare in reasonable load conditions. This cannot be guaranteed in high load or overload situations. Sufficient dimensioning of the backhaul is therefore crucial.
Ad 2)
Independent of the radio interface protocol solutions finally decided, an interface is possible to be defined between the MeNB and SeNB involved in dual connectivity. The same transport layer protocol as S1/X2 could be assumed for Xn, i.e. SCTP over IP for control plane and GTP-U over UDP/IP for user plane. 
Ad 3)
It is possible that the Xn deliver packets in wrong order, but this is assumed to be rare in reasonable load conditions. Assuming, as example, that Xn re-uses the X2 UP protocol stack as defined in TS 36.424, GTP-U as defined in TS 29.281 provides the possibility to indicate sequence numbers which enables the receiving node to perform reordering;

Ad 4)

RAN3 confirms RAN2’s assumption of terminating a single S1- MME connection per UE at the MeNB.
2. Actions:

To RAN2:
ACTION: 
RAN3 asks RAN2 to take the answers above into account.
3. Date of Next TSG-RAN3 Meetings:
RAN3 Meeting #81bis 
7th – 11th October 2013
Venice, Italy.
RAN3 Meeting #82 
11th – 15th November 2013
San Francisco, USA.
