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1. Overall Description:

According to 23.401 subclause 5.3.14 step 4, during the UE Radio Capability Match Request procedure, the eNB needs to be aware of the radio topology (e.g., SRVCC towards 2G/3G, FDD/TDD layer, frequency bands, etc.).
This translates in the need for the eNB to have the Handover Restriction List (HRL) available before it receives the UE Radio Capability Match Request message from the MME. However, as of now, nothing guarantees that the HRL is available at the eNB at that time. As a consequence the eNB might not be able to detect which subset of the neighbouring set is allowed for that UE.
An example is as follows:
· an LTE network with PLMN0 is the UE’s current serving PLMN;
· Two UTRAN networks (deployed in MOCN) have been assigned PLMN1 and PLMN2 as PLMN IDs;
· PLMN1 is SRVCC capable, while PLMN2 is not;
· Only PLMN1 is an Equivalent PLMN of PLMN0, but without the HRL this is unknown to the eNB;
In this case, the eNB cannot know that PLMN1 is an Equivalent PLMN for that UE and cannot deduce whether SRVCC to UTRAN is possible or not for that UE. Therefore the eNB answer in UE Radio Capability Match Response message to the MME might not be correct.

A similar scenario applies to the Shared Network Access (SNA) Access Information in case of UMTS networks.

2. Actions:

To SA2 group.

ACTION: 
SA2 is asked to consider the above described scenarios and to inform RAN3 on whether, at the time of receiving the UE Radio Capability Match Request message the HRL (respectively, the SNA Access Information) is needed at the eNB (respectively, at the RNC) or not.
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