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1. Introduction
At RAN#58 the Rel-8 CR#1960 was agreed together with its mirrors Rel-9 CR #1961, Rel-10 CR#1962 and Rel-11 CR#1962, in which the new IE Common E-DCH Implicit Release Timer is introduced in IE Common E-DCH System Information. At RAN#51 the Rel-9 CR#1867 was agreed together with its mirror Rel-10 CR#1868, in which the IE Common E-DCH Additional Transmission Back Off is introduced in Common E-DCH System Information IE as well. 
However, in the tabular and ASN.1 the place of Rel-9 IE Common E-DCH Additional Transmission Back Off is before the Rel-8 IE Common E-DCH Implicit Release Timer which is agreed later. Therefore the potential backwards compatible issue may exist.
2. Discussion

2.1. Potential Issue 

The place of Rel-9 IE Common E-DCH Additional Transmission Back Off is before the Rel-8 IE Common E-DCH Implicit Release Timer as below.

	9.2.2.103
Common E-DCH System Information

	Rel-8
	Rel-9/Rel-10/Rel-11

	Common E-DCH Information
	Common E-DCH Information

	>E-DCH Reference Power Offset
	>E-DCH Reference Power Offset

	>E-DCH Power Offset for Scheduling Info
	>E-DCH Power Offset for Scheduling Info

	>Maximum E-DCH resource allocation for CCCH
	>Maximum E-DCH resource allocation for CCCH

	>Maximum period for collision resolution phase
	>Maximum period for collision resolution phase

	>Maximum TB Sizes
	>Maximum TB Sizes

	>Common E-DCH implicit release indicator
	>Common E-DCH implicit release indicator

	>Common E-DCH Implicit Release Timer
	>Common E-DCH Additional Transmission Back Off

	
	>Common E-DCH Implicit Release Timer


According to 25.433, the IEs including NBAP message shall be ordered, and the citation from 9.3.0 section in NBAP is as followed.
The ASN.1 definition specifies the structure and content of NBAP messages. NBAP messages can contain any IEs specified in the object set definitions for that message without the order or number of occurrence being restricted by ASN.1. However, for this version of the standard, a sending entity shall construct a NBAP message according to the PDU definitions module and with the following additional rules (Note that in the following IE means an IE in the object set with an explicit id. If one IE needed to appear more than once in one object set, then the different occurrences have different IE ids):

-
IEs shall be ordered (in an IE container) in the order they appear in object set definitions.
Based on the above analysis, it is seen that the related function will not work in case the Rel-8 NodeB receives the Rel-9 (or Rel10, Rel11) NBAP message including the IE Common E-DCH Additional Transmission Back Off and Common E-DCH Implicit Release Timer.
Observation: The related function will not work in case the Rel-8 NodeB receives the Rel-9(or Rel10, Rel11) NBAP message including the IE Common E-DCH Additional Transmission Back Off and Common E-DCH Implicit Release Timer.

2.2. Possible Solutions
To solve the backwards compatible issue, the following solutions are given:
Solution1: Avoid the issue by implementation, i.e. Rel-9/Rel-10/Rel-11 NBAP message is not allowed to transmit to Rel-8 NodeB.

Solution2: Introduce a set of non backwards compatible Rel-9/10/11 CRs that aligns the IE order between Rel-8 and Rel-9/10/11, and the set of CRs are provided in [1][2][3].

Compared these two solutions, solution 2 can solve the above issue thoroughly. Moreover, a similar issue was discussed in [4][5][6], and it was agreed to introduce a non backwards compatible Rel-10 CR to align the IE order between Rel-9 and Rel-10. 
Proposal: It is proposed to introduce a set of non backwards compatible Rel-9/10/11 CRs that aligns the IE order between Rel-8 and Rel-9/10/11.

3. Conclusion
The placement of Rel-9 IE Common E-DCH Additional Transmission Back Off  is before the Rel-8 IE Common E-DCH Implicit Release Timer, therefore the potential backwards compatible issue may exist. It is proposed that RAN3 discuss the issue and choose solution 2.
Proposal: It is proposed to introduce a set of non backwards compatible Rel-9/10/11 CRs that aligns the IE order between Rel-8 and Rel-9/10/11.
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