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1. Overall Description:

At RAN3#77bis and previous meetings, RAN3 discussed the eNB interpretation of the absence of an ePLMN list in the Handover Restriction List IE e.g. received as part of S1: Initial Context Setup Request message. RAN3 identified two possible interpretations: 

Option 1: Absence of the ePLMN list implies that the eNB shall consider all cells of neighbouring PLMNs as valid for inter-PLMN handover unless restricted by OAM configuration.
Option 2: Absence of an ePLMN list implies that handover to a cell of a different PLMN than serving PLMN is not allowed i.e.no inter-PLMN handover supported unless explicitly indicated by the Handover Restriction List IE.
A majority of companies in RAN3 have interpreted the current stage 3 text (TS 36.413) in line with option 1.
However, it was  noted that such an interpretation  will require careful O&M control to avoid unwanted inter-PLMN HOs in some scenarios when the Handover Restriction List IE is not provided (which would otherwise not be required if eNB interprets absence of Handover Restriction List as option 2). 
Hence, RAN3 would like to ask SA2 which of the options above is the desired handling for the absence of the ePLMN list at the eNB due to either an empty ePLMN list in the Handover Restriction List IE or no Handover Restriction List IE sent by MME over S1. e.g. in S1: Initial Context Setup Request message.
2. Actions:

To SA2 group:
ACTION: 
RAN3 would like to ask SA2 to indicate the desired handling for the absence of an ePLMN list at the eNB due to either an empty ePLMN list in the Handover Restriction List IE or no Handover Restriction List IE sent by MME over S1.
3. Date of Next RAN3 Meetings:

RAN3#78
12th – 16th November   2012
Louisiana, New Orleans
RAN3#79
28th Jan - 1st Feb 2013

Malta
