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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 thanks RAN2 for their LS on this topic. With respect to RAN2 agreements, RAN3 would like to draw RAN2 attention to the following:
i)
The E-SMLC (and subsequently LMUs) should be informed when, for any reason, the UE prematurely ceases the requested SRS signal transmission for positioning.

It is to be noted that a suitable procedure, the LOCATION ABORT REQUEST procedure, already exists in TS 29.171 (which describes the communication between the MME and the E-SMLC).
ii)
The specific reason (UE released to IDLE; Mobility; Original SRS resources no longer available) for the early termination of SRS transmissions should be communicated from the eNodeB to the E-SMLC to allow the E-SMLC to make a more informed choice as to how to proceed with the positioning request.


Since it is the MME that initiated the positioning, if a UE is released and there is an ongoing UTDOA for that UE, the MME already knows the reason why it will not receive a result. In particular:
a) UE released to IDLE: Such a mechanism already exists, since the MME can send LOCATION ABORT REQUEST to the E-SMLC. Due to the fact that LPPa is used, a UE-associated logical connection is required to carry UTDOA messages; therefore, if the UE is released, such a message cannot be sent.
b) Mobility: The MME knows if an S1 or IRAT handover is ongoing, and it knows when it is completed. The MME has all the necessary information to decide when to send a LOCATION ABORT REQUEST to the E-SMLC. The case of X2 handover is similar: when the MME receives the PATH SWITCH REQUEST at the end of the X2 handover procedure, it knows that the UE has moved and can send a LOCATION ABORT REQUEST. The MME may then trigger a new positioning request as appropriate.

c) Original SRS resources no longer available: What is the reason for informing the E-SMLC? Incidentally, according to TS 29.171, Sec. 6.2.1.3, when the E-SMLC receives this message from the eNB, it shall indicate a failure by sending LOCATION ABORT RESPONSE to the MME. Further clarification is needed for this case.
2. Action to RAN2:

RAN3 kindly requests RAN2 to take the above into consideration, and provide clarification and feedback.
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