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1 Introduction 

Last RAN3#74 meeting RAN3 has agreed some CRs R3-113121[1], R3-113166[2] to introduce the  “Time of MBMS data transfer” for the MCE to take into account for the synchronization of the corresponding MCCH Update. The MCE shall then ensure that the eNB applies the MCCH update in a synchronized way.  This new introduced function may conflict with the current architecture assumption.
2 Architecture assumption
36.300[3] has specified that the deployment consideration as:
Deployment consideration

The two envisaged alternatives are shown in Figure 15.1.1-2. In case the MCE is deployed as part of the eNB, as shown in the right hand side, the M2 interface should be kept between the MCE and the corresponding eNB.
It is clear from the text that the M2 interface should be kept between MCE and the corresponding eNB. This in fact means that for the distributed MCE deployment alternative, it is still the MCE act as the central point to give control indication to the eNB. This consequently means that the eNB who does not activate the MCE function, even if receives but still will not process the M3AP: MBMS SESSION START REQUEST message. In another word, eNB who does not activate the MCE function will just ignore the M3AP: MBMS SESSION START REQUEST message.

On the other hand, the new function the “Time of MBMS data transfer” that was introduced in M3AP: MBMS SESSION START REQUEST message (and also e M3AP: MBMS SESSION UPDATE REQUEST message; similarly “Time of MBMS data stop” in M3AP: MBMS SESSION STOP REQUEST message) in RAN3#75, is targeting to have MCCH transferring in the air synchronized between eNBs in the MBSFN area. 

The question is then, what is the usefulness of this new function the “Time of MBMS data transfer”, considering only the eNB which has the MCE will process the M3AP messages?        In fact, this new function may conflict with the eMBMS architecture assumption.
3 proposal 
It is proposed RAN3 to check the new function the “Time of MBMS data transfer” that was introduced in M3AP in RAN3#75, may conflict with the eMBMS architecture assumption.
If RAN3 confirmed the conflict, it is proposed to agree the companion CRs to remove the  “Time of MBMS data transfer” from M3AP.
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