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3
Definitions and abbreviations

3.1
Definitions

For the purposes of the present document, the following terms and definitions apply:

[1.28Mcps TDD - Multi-frequency Cell: If multiple frequencies are configured in one cell, the cell is defined as the multi-frequency cell.]

[1.28Mcps TDD - Primary frequency: In a multi-frequency cell, the frequency on which the P-CCPCH is transmitted is defined as primary frequency.]

[1.28Mcps TDD - Secondary frequency: In a multi-frequency cell, any frequency other than the primary frequency is defined as secondary frequency.]
ALCAP: generic name for the transport signalling protocols used to set-up and tear-down transport bearers

Cell: Radio Network object that can be uniquely identified by a User Equipment from a (cell) identification that is broadcasted over a geographical area from one UTRAN Access Point
A Cell is either FDD or TDD mode.

Iu: interface between an RNC and an MSC, SGSN or CBC, providing an interconnection point between the RNS and the Core Network. It is also considered as a reference point

Iub: interface between the RNC and the Node B

Iur: logical interface between two RNCs
Whilst logically representing a point to point link between RNCs, the physical realisation need not be a point to point link.

Iur-g: logical interface between RNC/BSS and BSS 
Whilst logically representing a point to point link between RNC/BSS and BSS, the physical realisation need not be a point to point link.

Logical Model: Logical Model defines an abstract view of a network or network element by means of information objects representing network element, aggregations of network elements, the topological relationship between the elements, endpoints of connections (termination points), and transport entities (such as connections) that transport information between two or more termination points

The information objects defined in the Logical Model are used, among others, by connection management functions. In this way, a physical implementation independent management is achieved.

Network sharing supporting UE: as defined in TS 23.251 [28].
Network sharing non-supporting UE: as defined in TS 23.251 [28].

Node B: logical node in the RNS responsible for radio transmission / reception in one or more cells to/from the UE
The logical node terminates the Iub interface towards the RNC.

Radio Resources: resources that constitute the radio interface in UTRAN, e.g. frequencies, scrambling codes, spreading factors, power for common and dedicated channels

Node B Application Part: Radio Network Signalling over the Iub

Radio Network Controller: logical node in the RNS in charge of controlling the use and the integrity of the radio resources

Controlling RNC: role an RNC can take with respect to a specific set of Node B's
There is only one Controlling RNC for any Node B. The Controlling RNC has the overall control of the logical resources of its node B's.

MBMS Master RNC: role an RNC can take with respect to one or more specific MBSFN cluster(s)

MRNC may be used for Inter-RNC MBSFN operation whenever dynamic synchronization of radio resources used for MBMS services is centrally controlled. There is only one MBMS Master RNC for any MBSFN cluster, which may control one or more MBSFN cluster(s). The MRNC has the overall control of the logical resources of the RNSs that are used for MBSFN operation within the MBSFN cluster(s).
Radio Network Subsystem: RNS can be either a full UTRAN or only a part of a UTRAN
An RNS offers the allocation and release of specific radio resources to establish means of connection in between an UE and the UTRAN. A Radio Network Subsystem contains one RNC and is responsible for the resources and transmission/reception in a set of cells.

Serving RNS: role an RNS can take with respect to a specific connection between an UE and UTRAN
There is one Serving RNS for each UE that has a connection to UTRAN. The Serving RNS is in charge of the radio connection between a UE and the UTRAN. The Serving RNS terminates the Iu for this UE.

Drift RNS: role an RNS can take with respect to a specific connection between an UE and UTRAN
An RNS that supports the Serving RNS with radio resources when the connection between the UTRAN and the UE need to use cell(s) controlled by this RNS is referred to as Drift RNS.

Radio Access Network Application Part: Radio Network Signalling over the Iu

Radio Network Subsystem Application Part: Radio Network Signalling over the Iur

RRC Connection: point-to-point bi-directional connection between RRC peer entities on the UE and the UTRAN sides, respectively
An UE has either zero or one RRC connection.

Stand-Alone SMLC: as defined in TS 25.305 [33].

User Equipment: Mobile Equipment with one or several UMTS Subscriber Identity Module(s)
A device allowing a user access to network services via the Uu interface. The UE is defined in ref. TS 23.101 [8]. If this term is used in the context of Iur-g, it means MS in case it uses radio resources of a DBSS.

Universal Terrestrial Radio Access Network: UTRAN is a conceptual term identifying that part of the network which consists of RNCs and Node Bs between Iu an Uu
The concept of UTRAN instantiation is currently undefined.

User Datagram Protocol: as defined in IETF RFC 768 [14].
UTRAN Access Point: conceptual point within the UTRAN performing radio transmission and reception
A UTRAN access point is associated with one specific cell, i.e. there exists one UTRAN access point for each cell. It is the UTRAN-side end point of a radio link.

Radio Link: "radio link" is a logical association between a single User Equipment and a single UTRAN access point
Its physical realisation comprises one or more radio bearer transmissions.

Radio Link Set: set of one or more Radio Links that has a common generation of Transmit Power Control (TPC) commands in the DL

Uu: Radio interface between UTRAN and the User Equipment

RAB sub-flows: Radio Access Bearer can be realised by UTRAN through several sub-flows
These sub-flows correspond to the NAS service data streams that have QoS characteristics that differ in a predefined manner within a RAB e.g. different reliability classes.

RAB sub-flows have the following characteristics:

1)
The sub-flows of a RAB are established and released at the RAB establishment and release, respectively.

2)
The sub-flows of a RAB are submitted and delivered together at the RAB SAP.

3)
The sub-flows of a RAB are carried over the same Iu transport bearer.

4)
The sub-flows of a RAB are organised in a predefined manner at the SAP and over the Iu interface. The organisation is imposed by the NAS as part of its co-ordination responsibility.

Set of co-ordinated DCHs: set of co-ordinated DCHs is a set of dedicated transport channels that are always established and released in combination
Individual DCHs within a set of co-ordinated DCHs cannot be operated on individually e.g. if the establishment of one DCH fails, the establishment of all other DCHs in the set of co-ordinated DCHs shall be terminated unsuccessfully. A set of coordinated DCHs is transferred over one transport bearer. All DCHs in a set of co-ordinated DCHs shall have the same TTI.

Shared Network Area (SNA): Area consisting of one or more LA’s to which access can be controlled. 
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7.2.3.3
Paging support

This function provides the capability to request a UE to contact the UTRAN/GERAN Iu mode when the UE is in Idle, CELL_PCH or URA_PCH/GRA_PCH states (TS 25.331 [7], TR 43.930 [21]). This function also encompasses a coordination function between the different Core Network Domains onto a single RRC connection.

<change 4>
9
Synchronisation

9.1
SYNCHRONISATION MODEL

Different synchronisation issues are identified within UTRAN, i.e.:

-
Network Synchronisation;

-
Node Synchronisation;

-
Transport Channel synchronisation;

-
Radio Interface Synchronisation;

-
Time Alignment handling.

The Nodes involved by the above mentioned synchronisation issues (with exception of Network and Node Synchronisation) are shown by the Synchronisation Issues Model of figure 8. Further details of synchronisation is in TS 25.402 [5].
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Figure 8: Synchronisation issues model
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6.1.8.2
Transport Network Identifiers

Transport Network identifiers are used in the Transport Network Layer (TNL) to identify the transport bearer and may be used in User Plane in the actual data transmission using the transport link. The Transport Network identifier identifies the transport link according to the naming conventions defined for the transport link type in question. Both ends of the reference point of the concerned TNL shall memorise the Transport Network identifiers during the lifetime of the transport link. Each Transport Network identifier can be binded to an Application Part identifier.

The Transport Network identifiers vary depending on the transport link type.

Table 2 indicates examples of the identifiers used for different transmission link types.

Table 2: Examples of the identifiers used for different transmission link types

	Transmission link type
	Transport Network Identifier

	AAL2
	AAL2 Path ID + CID

	GTP over IP
	IP address + TEID

	UDP over IP
	IP address + UDP port


The communication of Transport Network identifiers is made in two ways:

When an ALCAP is used, the transport layer address communicated via the Radio Network Layers protocols (NBAP, RNSAP, RANAP…) is a Transport Network Control Plane address and the Transport Network identifiers are communicated through this Transport Network Control Plane only.

When no ALCAP is used, the Transport Network identifiers are directly communicated via the Radio Network Layers protocols (NBAP, RNSAP, RANAP…) on all interfaces.

In both cases, the transport layer address (e.g. IP address) is encapsulated by the Transport Network Layer in the NSAP structure as defined in [Annex A of X.213, ISO/IEC 8348 [15], X.213/Amd. 1, ISO/IEC 8348 [16]] transported transparently on Iub, Iur and Iu-CS and passed transparently from the Radio Network Layer to the Transport Network Layer. The NSAP structure (encapsulation) is only used in order to provide to the TNL explicit identification of the type of the TNL address that is being conveyed by the given RNL protocol. It is then the responsibility of the Transport Network Layer to interpret this structure (e.g. to determine accordingly if the requested network type is ATM or IP).

On the Iu-PS, the NSAP structure is not used in RANAP but the 'straight IP addressing’ shall be used.

The following scheme depicts the encapsulation of a native IPv6 (IETF RFC 2460 [12])address in NSAP structure when conveyed in RANAP, RNSAP and NBAP.

Octet 1
           


octet 2
     


        octet 3
 



  octet 4
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Figure 6A: IPv6 address embedded in NSAP structure in RANAP/RNSAP/NBAP.

Note 1: The last octet of the DSP (the DSP is the remaining octets after the IDP IETF RFC 4548 [34]) the encapsulation of a native IPv6 address in NSAP structure is unspecified. 

Note 2: The encapsulation of a native IPv4 address in NSAP structure when conveyed in RANAP, RNSAP and NBAP shall be encoded according to IETF RFC 4548 [34]. The last 13 octets of the DSP are unspecified. 

Note 3: The default values for the unspecified octets are zero.
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11.1.3.3
Transport Network Control Plane

The Transport Network Control Plane does not include any Radio Network Layer information, and is completely in the Transport Layer. It includes the ALCAP protocol(s) that is/are needed to set up the transport bearers (Data Bearer) for the User Plane. It also includes the appropriate Signalling Bearer(s) needed for the ALCAP protocol(s).

The Transport Network Control Plane is a plane that acts between the Control Plane and the User Plane. The introduction of Transport Network Control Plane is performed in a way that the Application Protocol in the Radio Network Control Plane is kept completely independent of the technology selected for Data Bearer in the User Plane. Indeed, the decision to actually use an ALCAP protocol is completely kept within the Transport Network Layer.

It should be noted that ALCAP might not be used for all types Data Bearers. If there is no ALCAP signalling transaction, the Transport Network Control Plane is not needed at all. This is the case when pre-configured Data Bearers are used or when the IP (IETF RFC 791 [17]) UTRAN option is used between two IP UTRAN nodes or between an IP UTRAN node and an IP CN node.
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