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1. Overall Description:

During RAN3#70, RAN3 came across the following statement, attributed to RAN2:
“Already in Rel89 it is possible to change the target cell by the target eNB, we will keep this mechanism in Rel-10 for the Pcell”.
If such statement is confirmed, RAN3 would like to point out that the mechanisms of X2 handover are steered by TS 36.423 and that according to such specification the target cell selection during handover preparation works as follows:

· If no RLF occurs, the target cell  is selected by the source eNB, which has the best knowledge of the UE radio conditions, and it is the one indicated by the Target Cell ID IE in X2AP: the target eNB is not supposed to change it;

· If RLF occurs, the re-establishment information sent in the RRC container may be used by the target eNB as an alternative target for the handover.
2. Actions:

ACTION: 
RAN2
RAN3 kindly ask RAN2 to take into consideration the explanations above.
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