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Figure 8.6.2.2-1: DOWNLINK NAS Transport Procedure

If the MME only needs to send a NAS message transparently via the eNB to the UE and a UE-associated logical S1-connection exists for the UE or if the MME has received the eNB UE S1AP ID IE in an INITIAL UE MESSAGE message or PATH SWITCH REQUEST message, the MME shall send a DOWNLINK NAS TRANSPORT message to the eNB including the NAS message as a NAS-PDU IE. If the UE-associated logical S1-connection is not established the MME shall allocate a unique MME UE S1AP ID to be used for the UE and include that in the DOWNLINK NAS TRANSPORT message. By the reception of MME UE S1AP ID IE in eNB the UE-associated logical S1-connection is established.

The NAS-PDU IE contains an MME – UE message that is transferred without interpretation in the eNB.

The DOWNLINK NAS TRANSPORT message may contain the Handover Restriction List IE, which may contain roaming area or access restrictions.

If the Handover Restriction List IE is contained in the DOWNLINK NAS TRANSPORT message, the eNB shall store this information in the UE context.

The eNB shall use the information in Handover Restriction List IE if present in the DOWNLINK NAS TRANSPORT message to determine a target cell for handover. If the Handover Restriction List IE is not contained in the DOWNLINK NAS TRANSPORT message and there is no previously stored Handover restriction information, the eNB shall consider that no access restriction applies to the UE.
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