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1   Introduction
In Rel-8, multiple handover preparations of eNBs is regarded as one of the most important features to keep the reestablishment failure rate at a reasonable low level [1], and RAN3 had confirmed  that the Rel-8 specification already allows the feature to work appropriately [2]. This contribution briefly demonstrates how the feature works in the framework of Rel-8, and proposes that RNs should also be allowed to support the feature in Rel-10.
2   Discussion
2.1   Multiple handover preparations of eNBs in Rel-8
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Figure 1 Demonstration of multiple handover preparations of eNBs in Rel-8
As it is demonstrated in Figure 1, one Rel-8 source eNB can make multiple handover preparations for one UE toward different candidate target eNBs in parallel, then the source eNB will choose one from those prepared candidates as the final target eNB and command the UE to handover to the final target. If the UE fails to handover to the chosen target, it is likely to select one cell to accomplish the reestablishment. And if the cell is well prepared, the reestablishment will be successful.
As it is stated in [1], multiple handover preparations of eNBs effectively increase the possibility of a potential reestablishment eNB to get prepared in advance, thus play an important role in helping the network to achieve a good mobility performance.
2.2   Multiple handover preparations of eNBs with RN
It is already agreed that similar performance to Rel-8 eNB when supporting mobility to/from RN shall be achieved [3], so RNs, just like Rel-8 eNBs, should also be allowed to support the feature of multiple handover preparations of eNBs to meet the requirement. Otherwise, it can be foreseen that the overall mobility performance of the network may be influenced with the introduced relay nodes.
In addition, we also note that multiple handover preparations of eNBs bring benefits on reducing handover delay, especially in the relay scenarios. This is because if the source eNB only initiates one handover preparation from the beginning, and gets a failure response for the preparation, then the source may need to try another preparation toward a different target, which enlarges the time delay of course and the delay is more obvious in the relay scenarios due to the extra hop introduced.
3   Conclusion
This contribution shows the importance of multiple handover preparations of eNBs in getting a good mobility performance of the network, which is a feature already allowed by Rel-8 specifications. And we think it is straightforward to also allow RNs to support the feature in order to protect the network from the mobility performance downgrade. 
Proposal: RNs are allowed to support multiple handover preparations of eNBs in Rel-10.
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