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4.7
Support for relaying

4.7.1
General

E-UTRAN supports relaying by having a Relay Node (RN) wirelessly connect to an eNB serving the RN, called Donor eNB (DeNB), via a modified version of the E-UTRA radio interface, the modified version being called the Un interface. 

The RN supports the eNB functionality meaning it, terminates the radio protocols of the E-UTRA radio interface, and the S1 and X2 interfaces included their dedicated TNL requirements. From a specification point of view, functionality defined for eNBs also applies to RNs unless explicitly specified. 

In addition to the eNB functionality, the RN also supports a subset of the UE functionality, e.g. physical layer, layer-2, RRC, and NAS functionality, in order to wirelessly connect to the DeNB.

NOTE:
Inter-cell handover is not supported for RNs. 

NOTE:
It is up to implementation when the RN starts or stops serving UEs.
NOTE:
An RN may not use another RN as its DeNB.
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