3GPP TSG RAN WG3 Meeting #70
R3-103143

Jacksonville, USA, 15-19 November, 2010

3GPP TSG-SA WG2 Meeting #81


S2-105281
Prague, Czech Republic, 11 October - 15 October, 2010.

Title:
Reply LS on Considerations on counting for MBMS activation
Response to:
S2-104475 / R2-105226
Release:
Release 10
Work Item:
MBMS_LTE_enh-Core
Source:
SA2
To:
RAN2
Cc:
RAN3
Contact Person:


Name:
Wanqiang Zhang
Tel. Number:
+86 10 8283 6344
E-mail Address:
zhangwq@huawei.com

Attachments:
none
1. Overall Description:

SA2 thanks RAN2 for their LS on Considerations on counting for MBMS activation. 
Regarding the question that RAN2 is asking in the LS: The LS mentioned
MBMS service via unicast: For the purpose of counting the number of UEs which are receiving the concerned MBMS service via unicast, some companies in RAN2 suggested a network internal solution. With this solution, a network entity (e.g. BMSC) would somehow be aware of the UEs which are receiving the MBMS service via unicast and the MBSFN area they are in, and this entity would inform the MCE of this counting result so that the MCE can determine whether to activate the service or not. 
For EPS MBMS, only Broadcast Mode is supported and there is no MBMS UE specific context maintained in the network. The BMSC provides functions for broadcast user service provisioning and delivery. It is SA2 understanding that BMSC does not have any statistic functionality related MBMS service transport via unicast, e.g. count the UEs which are receiving the MBMS service via unicast, collect the MBSFN location information for unicast.
SA2 would like to further point that during the session start procedure, BMSC provide the list of MBMS control plane nodes (MMEs, SGSNs) for MBMS GW and  session attributes (QoS, MBMS service Area, …). All the information provided from BMSC is related to the corresponding broadcast bearer service and there is no functionality specified in TS 23.246 for the network entity to provide the counting result and MBSFN area information to the MCE.
2. Actions:

To RAN2 group.

ACTION: 
SA2 kindly asks RAN2 to take the above information into consideration.
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