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1
Introduction
In this document the IRAT Energy Saving mechanism is discussed. 
2
Discussion
At RAN3#68 it was agreed that the energy saving mechanism shall not introduce holes in the radio coverage. Figure 1 below provides an illustration where the left picture shows the capacity boost when the cell is active and the picture on the right shows when the cell enters its energy saving state.
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Figure 1: The left picture illustrates the coverage and added capacity when the E-UTRAN cell, which may enter energy saving mode, is active. The picture on the right illustrates the coverage when the E-UTRAN cell has entered its energy saving state.
The purpose of an inter-RAT energy saving mechanism is to give one RAT the possibility to request another RAT to activate cells in order to accommodate more traffic. 

Consider the scenario when a 3G network starts to run out of resources and the LTE system has cells in energy saving state that may be activated. In order to reduce the load in the 3G system, handovers towards LTE are initiated. If the LTE cells start to come close to their max capacity, they request the cells in energy saving state to be activated hence allowing more capacity. 
3
Conclusion

According to the discussion above, an inter-RAT energy saving mechanism is available using the currently standardized functionality.
4
Proposal

We propose that the work in RAN3 regarding IRAT Energy Saving is considered complete because the functionality is already available.
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