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1. Overall Description:

CT1 and CT4 would like to thank GERAN2 for their LS on Transfer of SPID during (inter-RAT) handover (GP‑100603/ C1‑101289/C4-101051). 

· CT1 analyzed the various scenarios for CS handover, especially for inter-MSC handover and has identified the following problem: 
The SPID (or RFSP Index which is the equivalent parameter in the core network protocols) is not included as MAP parameter in the MAP PREPARE HANDOVER REQUEST operation, so it is currently only provided in the RANAP Relocation Request message or the BSSMAP Handover Request message, respectively, which is included in the MAP PREPARE HANDOVER REQUEST. 

The RANAP Relocation Request message is included for inter-MSC SRNS relocation (UTRAN -> UTRAN), whereas BSSMAP Handover Request is included for inter-MSC handover (GERAN -> GERAN) and inter-MSC inter-RAT handover (GERAN -> UTRAN and UTRAN -> GERAN).
In the RANAP Relocation Request the SPID is included in a container which is transparent for the target MSC-B, so if the basic handover from MSC-A to MSC-B is an inter-MSC SRSN relocation, this SPID will not be available in the MSC-B. If a subsequent inter-RAT intra-MSC-B handover from UTRAN to GERAN occurs, then MSC-B will not be able to include the SPID in the BSSMAP Handover Request towards the target BSC, and as indicated in the LS from GERAN2, also the serving RNC will not provide this parameter in the source to target transparent container.
Consequently, in this case the target BSS will not receive the SPID.
· CT4 analyzed the various scenarios for PS handover, especially for the inter MME-MME, MME-SGSN, SGSN-SGSN handover. 
Both GTPv2 and GTPv1 support sending both the "Subscribed RFSP Index" and the "RFSP Index in Use" to the target SGSN/MME in the Forward Relocation Request message over the S10 interface as part of S1-based handover relocation procedure, or over the S3 interface as part of Inter RAT handover and combined hard handover and SRNS relocation procedures, or from source SGSN to the target SGSN over S16 interface as part of SRNS Relocation and PS handover procedures. 
CT4 does not find any problems to make the SPID available in the target core network side during the hand over procedure.
2. Actions:

To GERAN2.

ACTION: 
CT1 and CT4 kindly ask GERAN 2 to take the answer into account.
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