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1. Overall Description:

GERAN2 has discussed the transfer of the SPID during (inter-RAT) handover between GERAN and other RATs.
In case of handover to GERAN, the GERAN specifications (TS 48.008 and TS 48.018) specify that the SPID is included in the (PS) Handover Request message sent by the target SGSN/MSC to the target BSS. The SPID is not included in the source to target transparent container sent either from the source BSS or from the source RAN node to the target BSS. 
According to GERAN2’s knowledge, currently RAN3 has specified that in case of handover to UTRAN/E-UTRAN the SPID is included in the source to target transparent container sent from the source RAN node (which may possibly be a source BSS) to the target RAN node.
As shown above, there is a discrepancy in the mechanisms defined in GERAN and RAN3 for the transfer of the SPID. GERAN2 has discussed whether including the SPID in the (PS) Handover Request message rather than the source to target transparent container will lead the target BSS to miss the SPID, and whether the mechanisms in GERAN should be aligned with the ones defined in RAN3 in order for the SPID to be transferred successfully.
Note that even in the case of intra-GERAN handover, the SPID is always transferred by the target SGSN/MSC to the target BSS even though the SPID is not included in the (PS) Handover Required message sent by the source BSS to the source SGSN/MSC. As such, GERAN2 assumes that procedures are defined to make the SPID available to the target SGSN/MSC during handover.

GERAN2 wonders whether CT1, CT4 or RAN3 can envisage scenarios where the discrepancy in the mechanisms defined by GERAN and RAN3 leads to problems and therefore the SPID needs to be included into the source to target transparent container. If such scenarios exist, then GERAN2 will consider updating its specifications to align the mechanisms.
2. Actions:

To CT1 and CT4 groups.

ACTION: 
GERAN2 kindly asks CT1 and/or CT4 to confirm that Core Network procedures are defined to make the SPID available to the target SGSN/MSC so that it can be sent to the target BSS during (inter-RAT) handover to GERAN. And GERAN2 also kindly asks CT1 and/or CT4 to provide feedback and guidance if any problems arise due to making the SPID visible at the core network at (inter-RAT) handover.
To RAN3 group.

ACTION: 
GERAN2 kindly asks RAN3 to give some clarifications on the motivations for the inclusion of the SPID in the source to target transparent container and provide some scenarios where RAN3 believes it is necessary for the SPID to be included in the source to target transparent container.
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