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1. Overall Description:

At SA2 76, SA2 considered the case when none of the default EPS bearers have been switched successfully in the core network. SA2 clarified that the MME shall send a Path Switch Request Failure message to the target eNodeB and then the MME performs explicit detach of the UE as described in the MME initiated detach procedure of clause 5.3.8.3 of TS 23.401. (S2-097501/S2-097502). 

However text added as part of those CR about eNB behaviour on receiving the Path switch failure message could in some cases result in eNB implementations based on TS 36.413 specification to be non-compliant with TS 23.401. To reduce the possibility of mis-alignment between these two specification, SA2 has approved updates to TS 23.401 in attached CRs.

This update allows for eNB implementations that either (a) initiate an S1 Release by sending an UE Context Release Request to the MME or (b) wait for the MME to initiate the Release of the S1 Connection, to co-exist in a network.

In both of the above cases, the eNB initiates the release of RRC connection only on receiving the S1 Release command from the MME as part of the Explicit detach procedure initiated by the MME (TS 23.401 section 5.3.8.3 MME Initiated Detach Procedure). Note that this implies that in both cases  the eNB should be able to forward the NAS detach request message to the UE and the UE to transition to detach state.  

2. Actions:

To: RAN3 

ACTION: 
SA2 would like to ask RAN3 to take the above information into account.
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