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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 would like to thank RAN2 for their LS (R3-100014/R2-097451) on Handover between eNBs of different Releases. RAN3 has discussed the feasibility that the source eNB would always know the RRC protocol release supported by the target eNB (beyond Rel-8) as requested in the LS and concluded as follows: 
Q1:
Can RAN2 assume that the source eNB would always know the RRC protocol release supported by the target eNB (beyond Rel-8) under current RAN3 assumptions? If not, can RAN3 provide a means in Rel-9 time frame?

It is not current RAN3 assumptions and there is no viable solution that RAN3 can provide. As such, O&M is the only feasible way to assume that the source eNB could always know the RRC protocol release supported by the target eNB in Rel-9 time frame and also future releases.
Q2:
Can RAN2 assume this also for HeNB scenarios?

If maintaining the RRC protocol release of a large number of neighbour HeNB’s in the NRT is too cumbersome, the O&M can simply configure the source (H)eNB with the earliest RRC protocol release being used in the network.
2. Actions:

To RAN WG2 group.

ACTION: 

RAN3 kindly asks RAN2 to take the above into consideration when discussing the solution on handover between different release eNBs.
3. Date of Next TSG-RAN WG3 Meetings:

TSG-RAN WG3 Meeting #67 
22nd – 26th February 2010
San Francisco, USA.

TSG-RAN WG3 Meeting #68
10th – 14th May 2010

Canada.
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