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1
Introduction 

There is a misalignment between NBAP and RNSAP for the handling of the SixtyfourQAM DL and MIMO Combined Capability. 
It is proposed to correct this misalignment and at the same time remove unnecessary implementation restrictions.
2
Discussion

In NBAP Rel-8 it is erroneously stated that the SixtyfourQAM DL and MIMO Combined Capability IE shall be present if SixtyfourQAM DL Capability IE is set to “SixtyfourQAM DL Capable” and MIMO Capability IE is set to “MIMO Capable”. This will cause inter-working problems towards Rel7 implementations that support both MIMO and 64QAM, since the current condition for inclusion of the SixtyfourQAM DL and MIMO Combined Capability IE puts non backwards compatible requirements on Rel7 implementations that support MIMO and 64QAM. A correction of the condition in NBAP is necessary for Rel8 and Rel9. 

There was also a discussion at RAN3#65 where a contribution [1] proposed to decouple the combined MIMO + 64QAM capability from the individual MIMO and 64QAM capabilities. The arguments used were:

· With the current coupling the added capability for MIMO + 64QAM does not provide any additional information, since the new capability can only be indicated if the individual capabilities are indicated at the same time.

· The current coupling of the capabilities also leads to inflexibility, since the specifications does not allow an implementation to disable support for MIMO or 64QAM (as stand alone usage) and at the same time allow support of the combined MIMO + 64QAM. 

The discussions on the CR’s for the decoupling was however not finalized during the RAN3 #65 meeting. 
3
Proposal

It is proposed to agree to decouple the capabilities by removing the conditions related to the combined capabilities in Rel-8, and at the same time solve the current NBAP issue. 
CR’s according the proposal above are available in [2], [3], [4] and [5]. 
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